
PCSHE Booklet – Year 10

• Topic 5 – Extremism and 
Radicalisation

• Topic 6 – Politics and Power

Name: ___________________
Class: ____________________
Teacher: __________________

For further support…
• Safeguarding team – Mr Ogden, Mrs Jones, Mrs Loveridge.
• Pastoral Team – Mr Burke, Mrs Aston, Tutor
• Teacher
• Parents/Carers
• Friend

Outside Organisations
• True Vision — provides more information about hate speech and a place to report it. 

http://report-it.org.uk/reporting_internet_hate_crime
• Inappropriate content can also be reported at: https://www.gov.uk/report-terrorism
• www.actearly.uk - An informative website providing guidance and support for anyone who is 

concerned that someone they know may be at risk of radicalisation or extremism.
• Childline can provide further support (0800 1111). If students have concerns about someone’s 

behaviour, they can contact Childline 0800 1111 or their local police station (by calling 101), 
who can refer the case to specialists or the correct authorities.

Year 10 Curriculum Overview
Topic 1: 
Financial 
decision 
making
  
The impact 
of financial 
decisions, 
debt, 
gambling 
and the 
impact of 
advertising 
on financial 
choices

Topic 2: 
Mental health 

Mental health 
stigma, 
common 
types of 
mental ill-
health, 
strategies to 
promote 
wellbeing.

Topic 3: 
Interactions 
 
Relationships and 
sex expectations, 
myths, pleasure 
and challenges, 
including the 
impact of the 
media and revenge 
pornography

Topic 4: Exploring 
influence
 
The influence and 
impact of drugs, and 
the media, drugs and 
the law, sources of 
support.

Topic 5: 
Addressing 
extremism 
and 
radicalisation
 
Communities, 
belonging and 
challenging 
extremism

Topic 6: 
Democracy, 
Electoral Systems 
and the Law
 
Parliamentary 
democracy, 
executive 
legislature, 
judiciary, free 
press, electoral 
systems, forms of 
government, 
human rights, 
international law, 
UK legal system 
and community 
action.

http://report-it.org.uk/reporting_internet_hate_crime
http://report-it.org.uk/reporting_internet_hate_crime
http://report-it.org.uk/reporting_internet_hate_crime
https://www.gov.uk/report-terrorism
https://www.gov.uk/report-terrorism
https://www.gov.uk/report-terrorism
http://www.actearly.uk/
http://www.actearly.uk/
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Knowledge Organiser
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Knowledge Organiser
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Knowledge Organiser
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Knowledge Organiser
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Lesson 1 Low Stake Quiz

1. __________________________________
_________________________________

2. __________________________________
__________________________________

3. __________________________________
__________________________________

4. __________________________________
__________________________________

5. __________________________________
__________________________________

6. __________________________________
__________________________________

7. __________________________________
__________________________________

8. __________________________________
__________________________________



Sliding Scale – Lesson 1

What is Extremism?

Key words: democracy, fanatic, liberty, human rights, 
intolerance, protest, racism, rule of law.

Sliding Scales
I can outline what extremism means.

I can recognise that there are different forms of extremism – violent and non-
violent.

I can consider how extremist thought or ideas can lead to violent action.

Task: Complete the sliding scales below by circling a number 
to demonstrate your confidence level with each learning 

objective.



Extremism is: The vocal or active opposition to our fundamental 
values, including democracy, the rule of law, individual liberty and 

the mutual respect and tolerance of different faiths and beliefs. 

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________

What is Extremism?

Extremism refers to beliefs, actions, or ideologies that are far outside the societal norm, often rejecting traditional 
values and promoting extreme or radical views. These beliefs are typically characterised by the desire to bring 
about major social or political change, sometimes through violence or other forms of radical action. Extremism can 
be found in various forms, including political, religious, and social ideologies.
While people are entitled to their opinions and beliefs, extremism often challenges the idea of mutual respect and 
equality, leading to division or even conflict within society.

Examples of Different Types of Extremism:

1.Political Extremism: Political extremism involves extreme beliefs about the structure of government or society, 
often calling for drastic changes to the system. This could involve far-right or far-left political ideologies.

1. Far-right extremism might include racist, nationalist, or anti-immigrant beliefs, often wanting 
supremacy for one group over others.

2. Far-left extremism could involve revolutionary ideas to overthrow current government systems, often 
with a focus on socialism or communism.

2.Religious Extremism: Religious extremism involves extreme interpretations of religious teachings that lead to 
violence or the imposition of a strict religious law on others. In these cases, followers may believe their religion is 
the only true path and reject or fight against other beliefs.

1. Examples include violent groups like ISIS, who claim to represent Islam, but interpret religious texts in 
a way that justifies their violent actions.

3.Social Extremism: Social extremism is when people take radical stances on social issues, such as gender roles, 
environmentalism, or LGBTQ+ rights. Social extremists often demand extreme changes, and may resort to protests, 
civil disobedience, or even violent actions to bring about those changes.

Examples of Extremism Throughout History:
1.The French Revolution (1789-1799): During the French Revolution, there was a period known as the Reign of 
Terror, where the government executed thousands of people who were seen as enemies of the revolution. The 
revolutionaries held extreme views on liberty and equality, leading them to justify violent measures to enforce 
these ideas.
2.Nazi Germany (1933-1945): Under Adolf Hitler, Nazi Germany embraced extreme nationalism, racism, and anti-
Semitism. The Nazis promoted the idea of a "master race" and pursued violent actions to exterminate Jews and 
other minority groups. This led to the horrific events of the Holocaust.
3.The Rise of ISIS (2000s-Present): ISIS (Islamic State of Iraq and Syria) is a terrorist group that follows an extreme 
interpretation of Islam and seeks to establish a strict, violent version of an Islamic state. Their actions have resulted 
in widespread violence, including bombings, killings, and displacement of people in the Middle East.
Extremism and British Values:
In the UK, there are certain values that form the foundation of a democratic society. These include:
•Democracy: The right to participate in decision-making, to vote, and to express opinions.
•Rule of Law: Everyone is subject to the law, and laws are made in a fair and transparent way.
•Individual Liberty: The freedom to live as we choose, within the law, and without harm to others.
•Mutual Respect and Tolerance of Different Faiths and Beliefs: Treating others with respect, regardless of their 
differences in belief or identity. Extremism often goes against these values. For instance, political extremism can 
undermine democracy, as it may involve violence to impose one group's views on others. Religious extremism 
challenges mutual respect and tolerance, as it often involves the belief that only one religion is valid. Social 
extremism can disrupt individual liberty if it forces people to conform to radical or extreme views.
In the UK, promoting respect for diversity, engaging in peaceful political participation, and embracing the rule of law 
are essential in countering extremism and ensuring that society remains fair and just for everyone.
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Task: Answer the following questions
1. What is extremism, and how can it affect society?
2. List three types of extremism and provide an example for each.
3. How did the French Revolution demonstrate extremism?
4. What happened during the rise of Nazi Germany that is an example of political 

extremism?
5. How does extremism conflict with British Values?
6. Why is it important to promote tolerance and respect for others in a democratic 

society?
7. Can extremism ever be justified? Why or why not?

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
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Task: Read at least two of the extremism scenarios with your partner. Answer the 
following questions with your partner:

Scenario 1:

1. Do you agree or disagree with the sentiment of the scenario? Why? 
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
Do you agree with the action to be taken? 
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
Do you think this could be viewed as extremism? Why? 
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
Do you think that it is fair to impose your likes or dislikes on others? 
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
What if someone didn’t like something about you? 
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
Are there alternative ways to get your voice heard or bring about change for a 
cause you think is important? 
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
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Scenario 2:

1. Do you agree or disagree with the sentiment of the scenario? Why? 
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
Do you agree with the action to be taken? 
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
Do you think this could be viewed as extremism? Why? 
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
Do you think that it is fair to impose your likes or dislikes on others? 
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
What if someone didn’t like something about you? 
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________
Are there alternative ways to get your voice heard or bring about change for a 
cause you think is important? 
___________________________________________________
___________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
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Task: Read the information in your booklet. 

1. Which actions are realistic and would have a positive impact to reduce 
extremism in the community?

2. Create a list of things that could reduce the likelihood of people getting 
involved in extremist action or support people to turn away from extremism 
(e.g. a lack of understanding of faith could be reduced by RE lessons in 
schools that teach people to be tolerant and open-minded about different 
faiths, and more informed about their own religions’ teachings)
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Lesson 2 Low Stake Quiz

1. __________________________________
_________________________________

2. __________________________________
__________________________________

3. __________________________________
__________________________________

4. __________________________________
__________________________________

5. __________________________________
__________________________________

6. __________________________________
__________________________________

7. __________________________________
__________________________________

8. __________________________________
__________________________________



Sliding Scale – Lesson 2

How are people drawn into 
extremist groups?

Key words: extremism, racialisation, push and pull factors, 
extremist rhetoric.

Learning Objectives:

I can  understand that extremists can come from a wide variety of 
backgrounds, get involved in different ways, and for differing reasons.

I can explain the process of radicalisation and some of the push/pull factors 
which are involved.

I am able to question, be critical and challenge extremist thinking and 
rhetoric.

Task: Complete the sliding scales below by circling a number 
to demonstrate your confidence level with each learning 

objective.
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Task: Discuss, with the person next to you, 
which one of these:

• Is a mechanic?
• Worked for RSPCA?

• Worked in Customer Services?
• Is a carpet fitter?
• Has an engineering degree & a Masters?
• Is a terrorist?

Terrorism is defined as an action that 
endangers or causes serious violence to a 
person/people; causes serious damage to 
property; or seriously interferes with or 

disrupts an electronic system. The use or 
threat must be designed to influence the 

government or to intimidate the public and is 
made for the purpose of advancing political, 

religious or ideological cause (Section 1 of the 
Terrorism Act 2000)
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Task: Write down as many reasons (vulnerabilities) mentioned in 
the video as they can – these are often known as ‘push’ factors.

Task: Write some of the ‘pull’ factors radicalisers/groomers might 
use to entice people to extremist ideology. 

Push Factors

Pull Factors
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Task: In your booklets, write down a list to explain how this 
person was radicalised.

______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________

Deliberate Practice: Explain how people are drawn into extremist 
groups.

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
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Lesson 3 Low Stake Quiz

1. __________________________________
_________________________________

2. __________________________________
__________________________________

3. __________________________________
__________________________________

4. __________________________________
__________________________________

5. __________________________________
__________________________________

6. __________________________________
__________________________________

7. __________________________________
__________________________________

8. __________________________________
__________________________________



Sliding Scale – Lesson 3

Extremism and Hate Crime

Key words: Hate crime; free speech; hate speech; prejudice; 
discrimination: Xenophobia; Genocide

Learning Objectives:

I can give examples of extremist behaviour.  

I can provide the definition of a hate crime and the protected characteristics.

I can evaluate the difference between free speech and hate speech.

Task: Complete the sliding scales below by circling a number 
to demonstrate your confidence level with each learning 

objective.
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What is against the law?
Task: Watch the clip and write down a list of things which the police 

say are against the law.

________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________

Task: What do the following terms mean?

Freedom of speech: 
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

Hate speech 
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________

Hate crime 
____________________________________
____________________________________
____________________________________



Perceived injustices                                       ………………………………………………………….

Under influence of the media                                 Extension idea (think of your own category)  

21

Hate Crime Case Studies Hate Crime?

Y / M / N

Type?

(indicate using 
your colour key) 

State which category of hate crime you think it was – e.g. racial, 
religious, why this may have happened, and then explain your 
reasoning as to why you think it was a hate crime:

Gary hasn’t been able to get a job in is 
local town. His dad says it’s because ‘all 
the Polish immigrants have had them’. 
This makes Gary furious. Gary walked 
past a Polish man coming out of a shop 
and spat at him.

Claire and her friends are all white 
British and spend a lot of time sharing 
‘Britain First’ posts on Facebook. 
Claire’s cousin, who is part-Asian, sees 
one of her posts and is very upset. It 
wasn’t aimed directly at her, but it has 
shocked her that a family member is 
sharing views from an extremist group.

Anatolie is a Romanian immigrant to 
the UK. When a young Black British 
teen was coming home from school, 
Anatolie and his friend jumped him, 
beat him and took his phone. The teen 
shouted ‘why are you doing this?’ 
Anatolie said ‘why should you Black 
losers have all the good stuff?’

Karen reads the same newspaper full of 
Islamophobic articles every day. A lot of 
people she knows are going on an EDL 
anti-mosque march. Karen has never 
met a Muslim but ends up joining in 
when her group throw bricks at a 
mosque because her friends are doing it 
and her newspaper said the Muslims 
are taking over.

Cleo is a transgender woman. As she 
was waiting at the bus stop, a car drove 
past, and someone threw eggs at her 
out of the window. She’s not sure, but 
thought she heard someone shout, 
‘have that, you tr***y’ as the car sped 
away.

Why and how does Hate Crime happen? 
There are many reasons why hate crimes are committed. For each of the cases below, 
1. write whether you think a  ‘hate crime’ has been committed, yes, no or maybe and 
2. colour code the category. Some might fall into more than one category. Then, write 

why you think each incident was a hate crime in the final column. 

Categories for reasons 

Racism
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How can education help?
How can news media outlets help?
How can the law help?
How can politicians help?
How can social media influencers and 
celebrities help?

Extension

Task: Discuss with the person next to you – why is it important that 
we intervene at the bottom of this hate crime triangle?



Try it now task: Explain why hate speech is illegal.

Points to consider:

1. What is hate speech?
2. Why is hate speech 

dangerous?
3. What is the 

difference between 
hate speech and free 
speech?

4. How can hate speech 
lead to hate crimes?

Suggested sentence starters

Hate speech is…

One reason why hate speech is illegal 
is…

Another reason why hate speech is 
illegal is…

___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________23



Extra Paper:

________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
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Hate crime, what is it and is it overreported, or underreported? 

What is Hate Crime?

A hate crime is a criminal offense that is motivated by racism, sexism, homophobia, or another 
type of prejudice. Hate crimes are often acts of physical violence but can also include verbal abuse 
or vandalism. 
A crime is recognised as a hate crime when it is motivated by a prejudice towards any of the 
following:
* Race
* Religion
* Disability
* Transgender identity
* Sexual orientation
The victim of a hate crime may or may not actually be a member of the groups above. Even if the 
victim is not a member of the particular group, it still counts as a hate crime if the offender 
thought that the victim was part of that group. For example, if an offender said they beat someone 
up for ‘being gay’, it wouldn’t matter whether the victim was gay or not – the assault would still be 
a hate crime.

What kinds of things count as hate crimes?
Hate crimes are crimes which are committed out of prejudice towards any of the above 
characteristics of a person. Examples include: assault; criminal damage; harassment; murder; 
sexual assault; hate mail; theft. 
Hate incidents are acts which are not illegal, but which are still intended to intimidate the victim. 
Examples of hate incidents include: spitting; verbal abuse; bullying and intimidation; hoax calls; 
offensive posters. 
Hate crimes often begin as smaller acts or hate incidents, so it is worth reporting hate incidents to 
the police. This helps the police to build up a larger picture of the case and maximizes the chances 
of punishing the offender.

How can you prove that a crime is a hate crime?

It can sometimes be tricky to prove that a crime is motivated by prejudice. In some cases, the 
offender might declare in their statement that the attack was motivated by a prejudice. However, if 
the offender does not declare it openly, there are several things that can help create a case to 
prove that the crime was a hate crime. For example, the offender may be a member of an 
extremist group; they may have tattoos related to the prejudice or have written articles, books or 
taken part in online chats which clearly display the prejudice. They may have a history of crimes 
against people from the same background, or there may have been witnesses who heard the 
offender shouting prejudiced things at the time of the crime. The police will investigate the 
accusation of a hate crime and will help to build up a picture of the offender – you do not need to 
do this work yourself.

Hate Crime and Social Media
Due to the ability to create fake profiles and ‘troll’ people, the internet has proved to be the 
perfect place for the ‘covertly’ prejudiced to hang out. By that we mean those people who would 
never share their views in real life, but feel free to express them hidden behind the keyboard. This 
can give a false impression that the world is more full of racists / misogynists or any other kind of 
prejudiced group than it actually is, as these people are likely to be vocal – usually due to some 
sort of perceived injustice against themselves by members of a particular group. Perceived injustice 
means when you believe someone represents a group that has somehow wronged you – whether 
this is actually the case or not - and so the victims (members of this group) bear the brunt of the 
prejudiced person’s anger.
It is very important to challenge perceived injustice as often in its early stages people can be set 
straight with more knowledge of a situation or better education about the aims of a particular 
minority group (the fact that they just want to live in peace, like everyone else, except for the odd 
violent person which you find in every demographic). If perceived injustices are fed by 
inflammatory media headlines, some people end up getting angrier and angrier until eventually 
some commit hate crimes.
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Are we seeing so many hate crimes because they are being over-reported?

Some individuals may argue that hate crimes are overreported in the UK for various reasons. 
Here are just a few:
• Misinterpretation of incidents: Critics may argue that certain incidents are misinterpreted or wrongly 

labelled as hate crimes. They claim that actions motivated by factors other than hate, such as personal 
disputes or criminal activity, may be erroneously categorized as hate crimes.

• Political correctness or hypersensitivity: Some individuals believe that there is an excessive emphasis 
on political correctness or heightened sensitivity, leading to an inflated perception of hate crimes. They 
argue that minor incidents or harmless speech are being exaggerated and labelled as hate crimes, 
resulting in overreporting.

• Reporting biases: Critics claim that various factors, such as media attention or societal pressure, may 
encourage individuals to overreport or misrepresent incidents as hate crimes. They argue that these 
biases can distort the actual prevalence of hate crimes.

• Mistrust in official statistics: Some individuals may express scepticism about official hate crime 
statistics, questioning the accuracy of data collection or suggesting that political motivations influence 
reporting practices. This scepticism can lead to claims of overreporting. 

Could hate crime in the UK actually be under-reported?
Conversely, some individuals may argue that hate crimes are actually underreported in the UK.. Here are 
a few of the reasons they give:
• Fear and lack of trust: Victims may fear reprisals or lack confidence in the criminal justice system's 

ability to handle their cases effectively. They may be hesitant to come forward and report hate crimes 
due to concerns about their safety, privacy, or a belief that the authorities won't take appropriate 
action.

• Barriers to reporting: Victims may face practical barriers to reporting, such as limited awareness of 
reporting mechanisms, language barriers, or a lack of understanding about what constitutes a hate 
crime. This can hinder their ability to report incidents to the police or other relevant authorities.

• Social stigma and normalization: Some individuals may normalize or downplay incidents of hate 
crimes, perceiving them as commonplace or not serious enough to warrant reporting. Victims may also 
face societal pressures or reluctance to disclose their experiences due to the potential stigma attached 
to being a victim of a hate crime.

• Lack of awareness and knowledge: Both victims and witnesses may not be aware of the legal 
definitions and protections related to hate crimes. They may not recognize that an incident they 
witnessed or experienced qualifies as a hate crime, leading to underreporting. 

What should I do about hate crime?

If you feel that you are the victim of a hate crime, you should report it to the police. This can be done 
over the phone or online. Similarly, if you have been the witness to a hate crime, you should report it 
as soon as possible. Use the emergency police number (999 in the UK) if you feel that the situation is 
urgent or life-threatening. 
If you think you know someone who has committed a hate crime, you should inform the police, giving 
them the evidence that you have. 
You can get further support in dealing with hate crime from organisations like True Vision or Victim 
Support. We will signpost more organisations at the end of today’s lesson. 

Task: Use the information sheet in your booklet to complete the following questions.

1. Explain three different types of crime which could be classed as hate crime.
2. Explain in your own words how a person might go about proving that what has happened to 

them is a hate crime.
3. Why can this sometimes be difficult?
4. How has the rise of social media had an impact on hate crimes?
5. Why do some people think hate crimes are underreported?
6. Why do some people think hate crimes are overreported?
7. What should you do if you experience or see / become aware of a hate crime?
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Lesson 4 Low Stake Quiz

1. __________________________________
_________________________________

2. __________________________________
__________________________________

3. __________________________________
__________________________________

4. __________________________________
__________________________________

5. __________________________________
__________________________________

6. __________________________________
__________________________________

7. __________________________________
__________________________________

8. __________________________________
__________________________________



Sliding Scale – Lesson 4

Incels and Misogyny

Learning Objectives:

To be able to define incels and misogyny.

To be able to outline the different push and pull factors for incel groups.

To be able to explain the solutions to misogyny.

Task: Complete the sliding scales below by circling a number 
to demonstrate your confidence level with each learning 

objective.
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Misogyny: Feelings of hating women, or the belief that men are 
much better than women. 

Incel: A member of an online group for people who are unable 
to find sexual or romantic partners despite wanting them, and 
who express hate towards people whom they blame for this.

Task: Read the quotes on the next few slides and on your 
whiteboard, write down whether they seem accurate to 

you.

Female pupils and teachers deserve the right to a 
safe space, but it is evident that content from toxic 

influencers is having a lasting and damaging 
impact on boys and young men.

This is a societal 
problem… We have 

been declaring this a 
national emergency 
for as long as I can 

remember, really. This 
is going to take a 

long time.

Harmful views are now 
becoming normalised 
among young people. 
Online consumption is 

impacting young people’s 
offline behaviours, as we 

see these ideologies 
moving off screens and 

into school yards.

___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
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Task: In 2024, Vodafone released a video that highlighted the harmful 
algorithms that target teenagers and young men. Watch the video 
carefully and think about how extreme views develop. How should 
people avoid extreme influencers and communities? What are the 

warning signs? Write down your answers in your booklet.

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
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Lesson 1 Low Stake Quiz

1. __________________________________
_________________________________

2. __________________________________
__________________________________

3. __________________________________
__________________________________

4. __________________________________
__________________________________

5. __________________________________
__________________________________

6. __________________________________
__________________________________

7. __________________________________
__________________________________

8. __________________________________
__________________________________



Sliding Scale – Lesson 1

Democracy and Voting Systems

Key words: Democracy, electoral systems, first past the post, 
proportional representation, political parties, members of 
parliament.

Sliding Scales

I can define what a democracy is.

I can outline different electoral systems used in democracies.

I can evaluate the different political systems.

Task: Complete the sliding scales below by circling a number 
to demonstrate your confidence level with each learning 

objective.



Task: Complete this table in your booklet to think about what 
democracy means by putting the correct statements in the correct 

column.

Government represents 
people and is accountable

The rule of law and 
everybody is equal under 

the law

Freedom of speech, belief 
and association

The actions of the 
government have to be 
made public and explained, 
so that people can check 
what they are doing.

The judges and courts are 
not controlled by the 
government 

The press, TV and radio 
should not be censored by 
the government.

1. There are regular elections to 
choose the people who are going 

to run the country.

2. People can follow any religion 
they like.

3. People have complete freedom 
of speech.

4. Everyone obeys the laws 
including members of the 

government.

5. If people are arrested they 
have to be told why and if the are 

charged there must be a trial.

6. People have the right to see 
any records or documents that 
the government, local councils, 
schools and hospitals have on 

them.

7. Religion has no role in the way 
a country is governed. 

8. People have the right to meet 
together to discuss their view.

9. All genders are allowed to 
vote.

10. Everyone has the right to a 
trial by a jury of their fellow 

citizens.
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FIRST PAST THE POST

In the UK, there are 650 constituencies. The people living 
in each constituency vote for the person they want to 
represent them. The candidate in each constituency with 
the most votes wins a seat as a member of parliament 
(MP).  The political party with the most seats wins the 
election and can form the government. 

Although this system has been in place for many years 
some people say that it is unfair and undemocratic. 

PROPORTIONAL REPRESENTATION
A system of electing people that reflects the wishes of the voters 
meaning that the number of seats a party wins is roughly 
proportional to the votes it receives in an election.  There are 3 
types of proportional representation that are now used 
throughout the UK but they are not used in general elections 

1. STV used in Northern Ireland 
2. AMS used in Scottish Parliament and Welsh Assembly
3. Supplementary Vote used to elect the mayor of London 

Two Democratic Voting Systems

Favourite Subject in School Vote Cast (x)
FPTP or PR

STV System or AV
(List in order of preference)

Maths

English

Science

Core PE
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Voting outcomes

TASK:
1. Which political parties benefit from the current FPTP 

system?
2. Which parties lose out from the current system and would 

benefit from a change in the voting system?

___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________

TASK
1. What are the advantages of first past the post system?
2. What are the disadvantages of the first past the post system?

_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
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Usually produces 
strong government

Retains strong link 
between 

constituency and 
MP

Increases the 
diversity of 
parliament 

Prevents extremist 
parties from 

getting elected 

Current system 
used for General 

Elections 

Gives a bigger voice 
to smaller minority 

parties 

% of the vote cast = 
% of seats allocated 

in parliament 

Encourages a 
coalition of parties 

to form a 
government 

•Key:FPTPWhich electoral system 

Winner takes 
everything

Produces very few 
wasted votes 

Seen as a fairer 
system around the 

world 

Encourages a 
higher voter 

turnout 

PR

Task: Sort the following statements into each 
category.





________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
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Lesson 2 Low Stake Quiz

1. __________________________________
_________________________________

2. __________________________________
__________________________________

3. __________________________________
__________________________________

4. __________________________________
__________________________________

5. __________________________________
__________________________________

6. __________________________________
__________________________________

7. __________________________________
__________________________________

8. __________________________________
__________________________________



Sliding Scale – Lesson 2

Who is in charge here anyway?

Key words: Parliament, monarch, democracy, election, political 
party, electorate

Sliding Scales

I can describe the different bodies that hold power in the UK.

I can explain what power these different bodies hold.

I can judge who holds the most power in the UK.

Task: Complete the sliding scales below by circling a number 
to demonstrate your confidence level with each learning 

objective.
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What is 
power?

Task: Mindmap any ideas that you have about what is power.
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Task: Using the pictures in your booklet, describe the role of the 
monarch.

The monarch role is to…
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
___________________________________
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Task: Add each statement to the correct Houses’ circle. 
If something goes in both, add it to the overlap. 

House of 

Commons House of LordsBoth

1) Members are 
chosen by the 

public in a general 
election.

2) Members 
represent specific 
constituencies in 

the country.

3) Members are 
aligned to a 

political party.

4) Members can 
hold positions in 

government.

5) Members get a 
new title in their 

name.

6) Members are 
chosen by the 
government, or 
inherit their title.

7) Members have 
the opportunity to 

vote on laws.

8) Members can 
become the Prime 

Minister.
9) Members have 
that role for life.



Task: As we look at what each party promised in 2019 for 
each policy area, fill out your grid on who you agree with 
the most and why. 

Economy Health & Social Care Climate

Education Law & Order Overall…
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Task: Write up your opinion as a paragraph.

Decision time: Who is really in charge?

1. House of Commons
2. The House of Lords
3. The Monarch
4. The People/Electorate.

______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
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Lesson 3 Low Stake Quiz

1. __________________________________
_________________________________

2. __________________________________
__________________________________

3. __________________________________
__________________________________

4. __________________________________
__________________________________

5. __________________________________
__________________________________

6. __________________________________
__________________________________

7. __________________________________
__________________________________

8. __________________________________
__________________________________



Sliding Scale – Lesson 3

Regional Government

Key words: devolution, regional assemblies, Scottish Parliament, 
centralised power, proportional representation. 

Sliding Scales

I can define the term ‘devolution’.

I can explain how devolution has affected UK law.

I can describe the advantages and disadvantages of devolution.

Task: Complete the sliding scales below by circling a number 
to demonstrate your confidence level with each learning 

objective.
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What is devolution?
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
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Task: Write down examples of 
devolved powers



Advantages – why is might be a good thing? Disadvantages-why it might be a bad thing?

E.g. Frees up time for Parliament to focus 
on more urgent/important issues (E.g. 
terror threats/pandemics)

E.g It is undemocratic because unelected 
organisations should not be deciding and 
creating laws

TASK: Complete the table by writing down 
3/4 advantages and disadvantages of 

devolution….



Sport and 
leisure

Tourism
Health

Food

Media

Nuclear 
energy 

Agriculture
Post

Housing

The Internet Education

The Welsh 
language

Environment

Water

Task: Decide which powers are reserved for Westminster and 
which powers have been devolved to the Welsh government.  



Q) How has the relationship 
between Scotland and the rest of 
the UK changed since devolution 

was introduced?

______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
______________________________
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Lesson 4 Low Stake Quiz

1. __________________________________
_________________________________

2. __________________________________
__________________________________

3. __________________________________
__________________________________

4. __________________________________
__________________________________

5. __________________________________
__________________________________

6. __________________________________
__________________________________

7. __________________________________
__________________________________

8. __________________________________
__________________________________



Sliding Scale – Lesson 4

Local Government

Key words: Local government, councils, councillors, local 
residents, county councils, metropolitan councils. 

Sliding Scales
I can describe the differences between local and national government.

I can outline the different roles of the local government.

I can explain where the local government’s funding comes from.

Task: Complete the sliding scales below by circling a number 
to demonstrate your confidence level with each learning 

objective.
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Task: Write a list of policies that government may have to 
achieve in order to improve the lives for people. When 
writing the list, consider different groups in society, for 
example:
• Young people
• The elderly
• The disabled
• People who care for the environment 
• People looking for work.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.
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Local government Central government

Geographical 
areas

Roles

Decision 
makers

Task: Comparing local and central government. Complete the 
table in your booklet as we talk through the next few slides.
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Task: Fill in the gaps thinking about the video to 
summarise what local councils do.

Our roads and ______________ are maintained by local 
councils, so we can cross safely. Without local councils, 
there would be no______________, rubbish collection or 
bins in our towns and cities. Local councils are also 
responsible for the planning of new ______________ and 
giving out licenses to cafes and pubs, to make sure that 
food __________ is a top priority. Street lights are also 
maintained by local councils. Councils issue __________ 
licenses, making sure that they are safe to operate on our 
streets. ________ and open spaces are also looked after by 
councils, as are____________. Local councils also spend a lot 
of time trying to encourage _________ and cultural 
activities into our towns and cities.

buildings libraries  recycling  hygiene  

events street 
crossings parks taxi  

Task: Use the story to list all the services that Shabana 
uses that are controlled by the council.

Shabana was woken up this morning by the rubbish truck. It is 
collecting the recycling from her road. She leaves the house 
and walks down the road to school. Whilst walking to school 
she visits the shop to buy a drink for her lunch. She notices that 
the air seems very polluted today. There seems to be a great 
deal of traffic on the road to school coming from the direction 
of the new estate that has just been built near her house.
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Task: Using the graph explain three sources that Doncaster council 
receives funding from. Which source provides the most funding? 

Going further: How does this connect local and national 
democracy?

Central government 
funding 

£219 million

Council Tax
£119 million

Business Rates
£50 million

Other Income
£110 million

Reserves
£8 million

_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________



The Constitution

Health and social 
services

Local government

Housing

Roads and 
transport provision

Foreign affairs

National defence 
and security

Economic 
development

Agriculture, 
forests and 

fisheries

The 
environment 
and planning

Travel

Employment 
law

Nationality, 
immigration and 

asylum

Tourism, sports, 
culture and heritage

Fire and rescue 
services

Financial and 
macroeconomic 

affairs

Water and flood 
defences

The Welsh language

Waste 

management

Leisure services 
provision

Financial services 
and 

pension regulation

International trade 
and financial 

markets

International 
development

Social security

Street signs and 
speed limits

Charity law

Abortion, genetics, 
medicine, 

embryology

Postal services

Justice and 
the police

Environmental 
health services

Constructio
n planning

National 
minimum wage

Welsh Parliament and 

local government 
elections

Education services 
provision

Housing provision

Education, 
training and skills

UK Parliament 
elections

Social services 
provision

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

1
0

1
1

1
2

1
3

1
4

1
5

1
6

1
7

1
8

1
9

2
0

2
1

2
2

2
3

2
4

2
5

2
6

2
7

2
8

2
9

3
0

3
1

3
2

3
3

3
4

3
5

3
6

3
7

3
8

Task: Sort the following responsibilities into the table to explain who 
should be in charge of what area of responsibility.

Uk Parliament Welsh Parliament Local Government



1. Name one difference between local and 
national government.

2. Explain the term government. 

3. Name five services provided by your local 
council. 
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Lesson 5 Low Stake Quiz

1. __________________________________
_________________________________

2. __________________________________
__________________________________

3. __________________________________
__________________________________

4. __________________________________
__________________________________

5. __________________________________
__________________________________

6. __________________________________
__________________________________

7. __________________________________
__________________________________

8. __________________________________
__________________________________



Sliding Scale – Lesson 5

Human Rights

Key words: Human rights, European Convention on Human 
Rights, law, absolute rights, qualified rights

Sliding Scales

I can explain what human rights are and how they affect our lives.

I can examine the human rights act and the role it plays in our society.

I can analyse a range of situations where human rights may complete and 
conflict with each other.

Task: Complete the sliding scales below by circling a number 
to demonstrate your confidence level with each learning 

objective.
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Task: Read each scenario and decide which human rights are 
involved.
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Are some rights more important 
that others?

Task: Rank these rights from most to least important. 
Be prepared to share your answers. 

The right to 
an education

The right to 
vote

The right to 
a family

The right to 
hold your own 

beliefs



67

Task: Consider a number of different scenarios where people’s 
human rights may conflict with each other. For each scenario 
discuss: 
Q: What rights are involved? 
Q: Are there any solutions so everyone’s rights can be upheld? 
Q: If not, who’s rights should take priority?

Scenario What rights are involved? What solutions could be 
applied?

A same-sex couple would like to 
have a civil partnership at their 
local town hall. The local registrar 
refuses to perform the ceremony 
as they feel that it would go 
against their religious beliefs.

A 16-year old is excluded several 
times from a school for disruptive 
behaviour. Another incident takes 
place two months before they 
and others are due to take their 
GCSEs. The parents of some of 
the other students call for them 
to be permanently excluded.

A 26 year old crashes their car 
after driving the wrong way down 
a slip road. They seriously injure 
two people travelling in a car in 
the opposite direction, including 
a young child. The 26 year old is 
taken to the local hospital where 
they remain, unconscious. The 
police suspect that they had been 
drinking before they crashed their 
car and want to take a blood 
sample whilst they are still 
unconscious, to test it for alcohol. 
If the officers wait too long, the 
sample will not be reliable.

A transgender man, who is legally 
recognised as male, halted his 
hormone treatment and became 
pregnant using donor sperm, he 
later gave birth to a child. He 
wishes to be registered as the 
“father” on the child’s birth 
certificate. The Court ruled that 
as the person who gave birth to 
the child, he must be registered 
as the “mother” on the child’s 
birth certificate



The Human Rights Act 1998 – Information Sheet

 In the early 1950s, the United Kingdom and a number of other 
countries signed the European Convention on Human Rights. This set 
out fundamental rights that everyone should have and was designed to 
protect people from excessive interference or control by the state. The 
Human Rights Act made these rights part of UK law and must be 
followed by all government and public bodies. 

A few of these rights are absolute, this means they apply in every case. 
The majority depend, to some extent, on the situation or circumstances 
of the person concerned. The following rights apply in every case... 

• Article 3 No one should be tortured or treated in a way that is cruel 
or humiliating

• Article 4 No one should be treated as a slave
• Article 7 No one should be punished for doing something that was 

not against the law when they did it 

All the other rights contained within the Act are qualified, they can be 
restricted in certain circumstances. 

• Article 2 Everyone has the right to life
• Article 4 Everyone has the right not to be required to perform 

forced or compulsory labour 
• Article 5 Everyone has the right to liberty 
• Article 6 Everyone has the right to a fair trial and within a 

reasonable time
• Article 8 Everyone has the right to respect for private and family life 
• Article 9 Everyone has the right to hold whatever beliefs they wish 
• Article 10 Everyone has the right to express their views and 

opinions
• Article 11 Everyone has the right to peaceful assembly and the 

freedom to associate with others 
• Article 12 Everyone has the right to marry and have a family 
• Article 13 If people’s rights are violated they have the right to 

remedy (they can take their case to court) 
• Article 14 There must be no discrimination in the application of 

human rights on any ground 
• Protocol 1 Article 1 Everyone has the right to own property and 

enjoy their belongings 
• Protocol 1 Article 2 Everyone has the right to an education 
• Protocol 1 Article 3 Everyone has the right to vote in elections
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Plenary

Q:  Which three rights are ‘absolute’?

Q:  What surprised you the most from today’s 
discussion?

Q:  Do you think there are any fundamental human rights 
that are not covered by the Human Rights Act?  

Q:  If so, what are they?

________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________



Extra Paper:

________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________


