
Welcome to the latest edition of our newsletter.
Year 11 students will shortly be embarking on their
first written exams of the GCSE season, and I wish
them all the best as they navigate the number of
exams, approximately 20 per student, they will be
undertaking. Students who have completed
coursework, art practical, photography practical and
speaking exams to date have performed excellently
and I look forward to sharing news of their successes
over the coming months. 
   Academic outcomes are one of our key indicators
of success, and this sits alongside our commitment
to helping students develop their character. In this
edition, you will see many examples of where
students continue to excel in this area - those who
are awarded their Character Education badges and
shields in school and those who are proud to let us
know of their achievements outside of school (Year
8 student Willow). I congratulate all of these
students on the efforts that they make to engage in
the wider life of the school. 
   I am also very proud of the students that represent
the school in fixtures, on trips and visits and at local
events. We were particularly excited to hear of the
Excellence Pathway visit to the Houses of
Parliament that some Y8 and 10 students
participated in. The Houses of Parliament give the
650 MPs the opportunity to represent their
constituents. In the next few days we will be
choosing new student leaders who will be
representing the school as they enter Year 11, and I
warmly congratulate those students from our
current Year 8 and 9 who will representing our five
values of Ambition, Confidence, Creativity,
Determination and Respect as Character 
Education Leads and Deputies. We are currently
working on a more detailed plan for how we can
encourage all students to have more of a voice and a
say in some of the issues that are important to them.
Hearing the voice of the child is a key improvement 

for us this year and we 
will shortly be running 
the student survey, 
where each student 
will be encouraged to 
provide their views. I 
would like to thank you 
as parents for the 
response you gave to 
our recent parent 
survey, where 92% of you agreed that your child
feels safe at this school, 93% agree that the school
communicates effectively about opportunities and
97% of you support our emphasis on reading. Over
the coming weeks we will give further information
on the full results of the survey through posts on
our social media pages and references in
newsletters and other communications. 
   Sitting alongside our drive to hear the voice 
of students and see them involved in the 
wider life of school we have committed to 
ensuring that lesson time is maximised. This 
term’s attendance has started very strongly,
particularly in Years 8 and 11 where we regularly 
see attendance at over 95%. Thank you for the part
that you play in ensuring that students attend
school promptly, in the correct uniform and fully
equipped to learn. We know that when students are
in school and start their day well, following their
morning greeting checks, they develop a better
sense of purpose, meaning and belonging. 
   This term is one of the shortest that we have 
ever known, standing at just 19 school days,
therefore our next newsletter will be issued 
at the beginning of the next new term when our
attention will turn to welcoming Year 6 students
who will be joining us in September, sports days,
school productions, end of year assessments and
so much more. Thank you for your continued
support and interest in the school. 
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Excellence Pathway Trip to London
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The Houses of Parliament

Westminster Hall

Imperial War Museum

A Day of History and Politics: Our Visit to the Houses of
Parliament & Imperial War Museum - Excellence Pathway

Our recent trip to London was a fantastic experience. At the Houses of
Parliament, we had the incredible opportunity to see the Speaker of the House in
action and even spoke with Lord Attlee, the grandson of Clement Attlee, the
Prime Minister who founded the NHS. Hearing his perspectives on his
grandfather’s legacy and modern politics was truly inspiring. 

After our time in Westminster, we headed to the Imperial War Museum, where
we explored the powerful exhibits on conflicts past and present. 

Overall, it was a day filled with learning, 
reflection, and unforgettable moments!

Miss Cavill

Covid Memorial
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Key Dates
Friday 9 - Saturday 10 May -
Wolverhampton Wanderers 

Football Stadium tour
Saturday 10 - Monday 12 May - 

TenTors event
Thursday 22 May - 

Year 9 DTP/MenACWY 
vaccination session

Week Commencing 26 May - 
Half Term

Monday 4 June - 
GROWS presentation Year 7 (B side)

Thursday 5 June - 
Year 10 Parents’ Information Evening

Friday 6 - Sunday 8 June - 
Bronze and Silver Duke of Edinburgh

practise expeditions
Wednesday 11 June - 

GROWS presentation Year 8 - B side 
Thursday 12 June - GROWS
presentation Year 7 (A side) 

Week Commencing 16 June - 
Year 7 - 10 Assessments

Week Commencing 23 June - 
Year 7 - 10 Assessments

Tuesday 24 & Wednesday 25 June -
Sports Days 

(weather permitting)
Week Commencing 30 June - 

Year 6 Welcome Week
Tuesday 1 July - 

Monkhouse Uniform Sales event
(HALL)

Wednesday 2 July - 
Forest Youth Group event (lunchtime)

Week Commencing 7 July - 
Year 5 Super Learning Days

Week Commencing 7 July - 
School production - High School

Musical
Monday 7 July - Greenshaw Games

(Years 7-10)
Thursday 10 July - 

History trip - Chepstow Castle
Friday 11 July - 

History trip - Chepstow Castle
Monday 14 July - 

Year 10 Parents’ Evening
Tuesday 15 July - 

Year 10 Mock interviews
Thursday 17 July - 

Celebrations Evening
Friday 18 July - 

Year 7-10 reports out
Monday 21 July - 

INSET Day

The Music Works Trip

The Music Works is a
Gloucestershire based charity
whose mission is to transform
young people’s lives through music. 

A group of our students had the
opportunity to attend a day’s
workshop at their state of the art
studios in Gloucester. They got to
experience what 
it is like to work 
with high end
professionals in 
amazing facilities.

A fantastic day was 
had by all!

Character Education Shields

Congratulations to all those students who received their Character
Education Shields and Certificates during our most recent event. 

We continue to be very impressed with the high level of
commitment our students put in to the Character Education

programme we have here at FAHS. It enables our students to
develop a wide range of skills, which in addition to the

outstanding learning on offer, will equip them to be successful in
the future. 
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Updates from Heads of Year

Mr Hayward - Head of Year 10

Mr Jones - Head of Year 7

MisS Trumm - Head of Year 11

Mr Robbins - Head of Year 8

As Term 4 came to a close, we are thrilled to share what a fantastic term it was for our year 8 team. There
has been a real buzz of positivity and achievement throughout the term, and we’re proud to announce
that we’ve topped the attendance charts in a big way! A huge thank you to all our families for your
support in making this possible — consistent attendance really does make a difference, and our students
have shown incredible commitment.
   We also want to extend a massive congratulations to the five students who have been selected as our
new Character Education Leads. These students have demonstrated outstanding leadership, empathy,
and integrity, and we are excited to see how they help drive our values forward across the school. As we
head into the new term, we hope everyone feels rested and recharged from the holiday. I'm eager to see
the students roaring with enthusiasm, ready to learn, grow, and continue our attendance success in Term
5. Let’s keep the momentum going!

Another cracking term for the vast majority of Y7s. Particular kudos to 7VWS, 7JKY and 7THD who have
made leaps of progress in their attendance last term and were all over 95%! It was lovely to see Polly and
Aalish representing Year 7 at the Headteacher's afternoon tea in the last week of term after receiving their
Golden Tickets for their outstanding contribution to school life. It is always a pleasure to celebrate success
in Y7 - I'm staggered by the hardwork and determination of so many of our students who receive so many
praise points, postcards of recognition, values postcards, kindness tokens and Character Education
badges.  We are way ahead of all the other year groups in terms of positive points - which is great - a
particular well done to 7AFS who are averaging a whopping 200 positive points per student!

Our mantra in Y10 is Growth, Opportunity and Success. Once we return we will have only 11 weeks left until
we become Y11. This time next year Y10 will have submitted their 6th Form/Apprenticeship/College
applications and we will be filling out reference requests. The time moves quickly as we are only in school
approximately 39 weeks in a year so our 10s are on a short countdown. I am always reminding our 10s that
they are now nearly half way through a two year course and are already building their references- now
more than ever it is essential that they take every opportunity to grow. This growth in line with the help on
offer in school will surely lead to success. These opportunities occur everyday, there is always an
opportunity to work towards success- whatever success looks like for them. Even the basic principles of
attending all 5 lessons every day and completing all homework are opportunities that can’t be missed. In
11 weeks when we become Y11, Period 6 will begin, as well as ‘champions hour’ and ‘working lunches’-
these are further opportunities which need to be grabbed in order to lead to growth and success.

Wow what an incredible end to last term! Firstly, celebrating the successes from the PPEs and our
Celebrations Assembly. In terms of attendance we celebrated by rewarding the winner of the Gladiators
attendance competition, the daily 'in it to win it' cookie voucher and queue jump and in the last week a
daily Easter egg winner. I also want to acknowledge the work the prom committee have been doing and
thank each student, parent and local businesses who have supported us in the Easter Raffle. Your
collective effort managed to raise an additional £230 for our students' prom. One HUGE thank you!
Looking ahead, our motto of 'The Time is Now' couldn't be more fitting and I hope that students are fully
prepared; exam timetables highlighted and revision timetables done to ensure they maximise on their
immense potential. Many of the core RE, IT and PSHE lessons have been completed and students have
been asked to bring revision resources to those sessions. My plea is for students to actively plan what they
will be doing and be prepared with resources rather than relying on the teacher. The reason this is so
important is because I want to make sure that they are maximising on the extra hours in school so that
they can find that balance at home and enjoy an ice cream and time with friends without feeling guilty or
stressed. The next seven weeks will be filled with many emotions and I hope that we can all work together
to ensure the students are happy, successful and feel supported, whilst maintaining the highest levels of
respect for one another. 
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Term 3 Academies & Societies

Just Keep Dancing!
Year 8 student Willow has been continuing her

dancing success in competitions across the
country. She competed in Stockport in the

Worlds Open School Championship Qualifiers
and came second in the Junior Under 16s

Ballroom and Latin. 

More recently, Willow brought home seven
medals from competitions held in Reading and
she will be taking part in championship finals in

May held in the iconic Blackpool Tower
ballroom. 
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Reading Recommendations
English Teacher, Miss Phelps shares her picks for Key Stage 3 and Key Stage 4

‘The Bletchley Riddle’ by Ruta Sepetys and
Steve Sheinkin

Remember, you are bound by the official
secrets act... It is the summer of 1940. The
world is at war. These days, you don’t know
who you can trust or who might be a secret
spy…

Maths whizz Jakob Novis has been recruited
to the secret codebreaking centre at
Bletchley Park. As Jakob works to crack the
Nazi’s Enigma cipher, his younger sister
Lizzie is busy on an undercover mission of
her own: to find their mother.

Filled with codes to decipher and mysteries
to unravel, this is the unputdownable
historical adventure that will have you on the
edge of your seats.

'A thrilling World War II code-breaking
adventure filled with ciphers, secrets, and
spies.' Alan Gratz, New York Times
bestselling author of Refugee

‘The Girl with the Louding Voice’ by Abi Dare

I don't just want to be having any kind voice... I
want a louding voice.

At fourteen, Adunni dreams of getting an
education and giving her family a more
comfortable home in her small Nigerian
village. Instead, Adunni's father sells her off to
become the third wife of an old man. When
tragedy strikes in her new home, Adunni flees
to the wealthy enclaves of Lagos, where she
becomes a house-girl to the cruel Big Madam,
and prey to Big Madam's husband. But despite
her situation continuously going from bad to
worse, Adunni refuses to let herself be
silenced. And one day, someone hears her.

'A story of courage that will win over your
heart' Stylist

'Daré's characters leap off the page, powering
this funny, luminous and heart-swelling tale'
Daily Mail

'Such a vibrant, tender, beautiful novel . . . I fell
in love with her, and fell in love with the book'
Elizabeth Day

Key Stage 3 Key Stage 4

Both available in the
School Library



Mrs Walters
Riley - Persistently completing 5 LSQs

every week!
Poppy - Always helpful during tutor
time and consistently great student
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Star Students
Mrs B Smith

Well done to the following Year 8
and Year 9 students who all

applied for the Character
Education Lead and Deputy roles

this term. Some great letters of
application and interviews. 

Well done all!
Will , Amelie , Gracie , Phoebe ,

Poppy, Lucy , Layla, Lucas, Steven,
Kayen, Thomas, Trinity, Ashley,
Akeyla, Myles, Max, Isla, James
Knight, Evie, Kimberley, Riley,

Jacques

Mrs Hyde-Lomax
Xerxes has received a bronze, silver
and gold Academia badge this term.

Well Done!

Mrs Hayward
Sophia

Fully embraces all of school life. Get's
it right every day and is a great role

model for others. Another exceptional
term with 100% attendance and so

many positive rewards. 

Mrs Harrison
Lily

Lily joined us last year and has been
an outstanding student ever since!
She always greets you with a smile,
is friendly and works with ambition

in her lessons.  

Dr Kelly
Ethan and Ava-May  - always doing to

the right thing, being actively
involved in Character Ed and the

wider curriculum offer

Golden Ticket Celebration
Congratulations to the students who were
awarded a Golden Ticket and celebrated
Afternoon Tea with Mr Phelps. 

Their hard work, kindness and
determination has paid off!

Every Term the Heads Of Year and SLT
nominate a student to attend.  This could
be for 100% attendance, demonstrating a
particular skill or outstanding work. It is a
fantastic opportunity for Mr Phelps to
congratulate these students in person in
an informal and fun setting,  all with
fabulous food provided by Mrs Tootell our
Restaurant Manager.

St Georges Day Parade
This year many Five Acres High School students took part in the annual
Forest of Dean St George’s Day parade. Many students were involved

in the Cadets or in the Scout movement and 11 of our student
leadership team also took part to represent Five Acres High School.
The event began at St John's School on Saturday 26th April and we
marched up to the Recreation Ground where the Mayor of Coleford

and his cadets gave a speech. Following this we were invited to take
part in a variety of activities and to examine the different cadets and

youth movements that young people can join in our local area. 
A big thank you to the leadership team for representing Five Acres

High School in the parade.



Congratulations to the following Year 9 students who have been appointed as the
new Character Education Leads

Ambition - Amelie 
Confidence - Gracie 
Creativity - Phoebe 

Determination - Lucas 
Respect - Poppy 

Congratulations to the following Year 8 students who have been successful at
becoming Character Education Deputies for Five Acres High School

 Ambition - Trinity
Confidence - Myles

Creativity - Kimberley
Determination - Isla
Respect - Maximus  
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Lego Club Star Students

Character Education

A BIG congratulations to the following
students who have all been to Lego club

every week this term; Travis, Jack,
Mckenzie and Liam 

Lego Club is every Friday 3-4pm. They
have made some incredible builds 

and often enjoy building 
and playing Lego chess. 

Well done!
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GCSE Exam Timetable 
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GCSE Exam Timetable 
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GCSE Exam Timetable 
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The Restaurant
New Menus for the Summer Term



* 

Saturday 19th July 

* 
Young Poets & Storytellers Competition 

Closing Date for All Competitions
Friday 16th May 2025 

 
With many thanks to Severn Dean Lions for their support 

Write a short story – up to a maximum 500 words
Age groups – Up to 11, and 12 & over. Prizes as for the poems 

THE JOHN LIVESEY CUP 
WILL BE AWARDED TO THE BEST OVERALL ENTRY 

Please send your entries typed in Word or neatly handwritten with your name,
age*, school or family contact details to contact@poetryfod.org or to Young Poets
& Storytellers Competition, Mitcheldean Library, High St, Mitcheldean GL17 0HN 

Write a poem in any form – up to a maximum 20 lines 
(*age on 31.8.25) Four age groups 5-8, 9-11, 12-13, 14-18 

With book token prizes of £20, £10 and £5 for the first three in each group 

On any topic, but suggested theme “Wilderness” 
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Community Noticeboard

mailto:contact@poetryfod.org
mailto:contact@poetryfod.org
mailto:contact@poetryfod.org

