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without a coat. Please ensure that 
your child is wrapped up warm for 
school wearing a suitable coat and 
other cold weather items if neces-
sary so that they can enjoy the fresh 
air during their social times. 

In my latest message to staff I ref-
erenced the more common phrase 
found in TV advertising this year 
about the “gifting season”. Whilst 
I am personally not a fan of this 
phrase, it has caught my attention 
about what is classed as a gift. My 
personal view is that education is a 
gift, and we take very seriously our 
responsibility to make sure that the 
gift at Five Acres is the best it can 
be. Just like at Christmas, where we 
are all excited to receive a gift, we 
continue to work hard to encourage 
students to value their education 
and to treasure the time that they 
spend here. For this reason, attend-
ance continues to be a priority for 
us. It has been great to see students 
respond to the various initiatives 
that we have put in place to ac-
knowledge their attendance. The 
direct link between attendance and 
personal development is clear and 
we will continue to support families 
to ensure children can be in school 
and in lessons on time, all of  
the time. 

Welcome to the first December  
edition of our newsletter. With 
winter temperatures now the norm 
for this time of year, I hope that 
there are plenty of things in this 
newsletter to warm your hearts and 
be proud of. Talking to students in 
my fortnightly catch-ups I am always 
impressed with their enthusiasm 
for their learning and their recogni-
tion of all that is in place to help 
them succeed. A recurring theme in 
these conversations is our canteen 
offer. The Greenshaw Learning Trust 
has recently completed a survey 
of students and we are working 
to address some of the improve-
ments that have been suggested. I 
am pleased to follow up our recent 
social media post by confirming 
that we will be offering a free por-
ridge breakfast to any student who 
would like one between 8am and 
8:20am each morning. Not only 
will this ensure students can access 
a nutritious breakfast, it will also 
help in these colder temperatures. 
From Monday 4 December, the 
canteen will also be providing an 
after-school service offering snacks 
and drinks, from 3:00-3:15pm and 
4:00-4:15pm.

I have noticed a number students 
who arrive at school in the morning 

Message from the Headteacher

One advantage of being in school 
is the opportunity to take part in 
the huge variety of extra curricular 
activities that we have. Please look 
out for details of upcoming shows 
and activities as we head towards 
Christmas. These will be shared on 
our social media platforms. 

As you will see later in our news-
letter, we have recently appointed 
a number of enthusiastic Key Stage 
3 students to be Student Ambas-
sadors. This and many other oppor-
tunities to demonstrate leadership 
and confidence is another impor-
tant aspect of our school provision. 
We are always delighted to award 
students their Character Education 
badges for their contributions. 

Thank you for continuing to take 
an interest in our school and for 
supporting all of our students to  
be amazing!  

Mountain Biking Success

On Sunday 26 November, Year 7 student Riley took part in the Little Fodders  
Downhill Mountain Bike race. He did amazingly well and came in second place,  
with the overall second fastest time out of 49 competitors. A fantastic achievement, 
well done Riley! 



Character Education Shield Presentation
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Academies & Societies
Staff have been busy working on the timetable for our extensive extra-curricular academies and societies pro-
gramme. We have shared the most up to date versions of the timetables as we get them, but due to staff  
commitments there are times where they are subject to change. We encourage students to check in regularly 
with the academy and society leads and the student notice boards. 

Congratulations to Year 8 students Evie and Lucas and Jamie in Year 9 for achieving their Character Education 
Ambition and Determination shields and certificates. Well done! 
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Reading  
Recommendations
Our Reading Programme  

Lead, Miss Phelps shares her picks 
for Key Stage 3 and  Key Stage 4.

The Blackthorn Branch
by Elen Caldecott

Cassie’s older brother Byron has 
fallen in with the wrong crowd – 
it’s clear these boys are wild, reck-
less and not human at all. They are 
tylwyth teg – Fair Folk, who tempt 
humans down into the dark places 
of the world. And Byron is tempt-
ed. When he goes missing, Cassie 

and her cousin, Siân, follow his 
trail to an old abandoned railway 
tunnel which goes down and down 
into Annwn, the underworld. Here 
they find that the tylwyth teg are 
restless – and angry. Their leader, 
Gwenhidw, wants to protect An-
nwn from the damage humans are 
doing to the world. Byron is part 
of her plan. But Cassie won’t let 
her big brother be part of anyone’s 
plan. Can she rescue her brother 
before it is too late?

Carrie Soto Is Back 
by Taylor Jenkins Reid

By the time Carrie retires from 
tennis, she is the best player 
the world has ever seen. She 

has shattered every record and 
claimed 20 Slam titles. And if you 
ask her, she is entitled to every 
one. She sacrificed nearly every-
thing to become the best, with 
her father as her coach. But six 
years after her retirement, Carrie 
finds herself sitting in the stands 
of the 1994 US Open, watching 
her record be taken from her by 
a brutal, stunning, British player 
named Nicki Chan. 

At 37 years old, Carrie makes 
the decision to come out of 
retirement and be coached by 
her father for one last year in an 
attempt to reclaim her record. 
Even if her body doesn’t move as 
fast as it did. And even if it means 
swallowing her pride to train with 
a man she once almost opened 
her heart to: Bowe Huntley. He 
too has something to prove be-
fore he gives up the game.

If you have been inspired  
by our choices, you can buy  
books and support the school 
through our partnership 
with Rossiter Books - https://
uk.bookshop.org/shop/fiveacres
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Art Leadership Team Christmas Markets
The Art Leadership Team attended 
the Cinderford Christmas Light 
switch on to start their fundraising 
efforts for their end of year trip. The 
students have worked hard to make 
and package all their products and it 
was great to see them engage with 
such confidence with members of 
our community. Thank you to the 
organisers in supporting us - we are 
very grateful! Also, listen out for an 
interview on our much loved local 
radio station Dean Radio on Friday 
evening, to find out more about 
the Art Leadership Team here at 
Five Acres! The team will also be at 
Coleford’s Christmas Lights switch on 
event on Saturday 2 December.
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Updates from Heads of Key Stages

Mr Jones - Head of Year 7
Year 7 students continue to smash it across the board at Five Acres High School. Our year 
group attendance is top of the school with 95.9% to date (just 0.1% off our school target); 3 
Y7 tutor groups (7YWN, 7LMS and 7APZ) remain in the quarter finals of Champions League 
for attendance and without fail every day so far a Y7 has received the ‘In it to Win it’ cookie!  
In terms of Character Education, the number of badges being applied for is rising every 
week. Positive behaviour points (for tokens and postcards) are also flying high in Y7 and the 
winner for the week is celebrated each week in assembly.  A special shout-out to Jolene who 

has been top or joint top for 3 out of 4 weeks this term. Keep it up Y7!

Mr Hayward - Head of Years 8 & 9
We are now just 3 school weeks away from Christmas, term 1 is nearly complete. Y8 and Y9 
continue to be really strong with their uptake of positive tokens, they are consistently the 
highest performers in school behind Y7. Unfortunately, attendance has taken a slip in both 
years with Y8 hovering around 94% and Y9 hovering around 91%. To boost attendance the 
school have been running a Champions League-style knockout - pitting tutor groups against 
one another. Currently we are at the Quarter Final stage so I want to give a shout out to 

9GTS and 8LWS who are both still going strong in the competition.
I also want to give a shout out to some of our top positive token earners in Y8 and Y9. Y8 - Jack, Poppy, 

Lucas and Brodan. Y9 - Daniel, Tommy, Freya and Amelia. Well done for your consistent hard work and thank 
you for all your positive contributions to school.

 Do you have a favouri te author or
novel? Have you read an amazing

book this term?

You can share 
your reading recommendations 

with us by submit t ing them 
at this l ink-

t inyurl.com/5Abookrecommendations

We wil l  share our favouri tes 
on our social media pages

Five Acres 
High School

Reading
Recommendations

Student Reading Recommendations
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Sport At Five Acres High School Star Students
Elsie (9AWS) is an extremely 

polite student who always shows 
kindness in tutor (and in  

Spanish) by offering to hand  
resources out. Thank you for  

being such a helpful member of 
our tutor group 
Miss Williams

Each week Daniel (9LTY) has a 
fantastic attendance and a very 

positive attitude towards  
learning. His low stake quizzes 
are clearly marked with green 

pen showing his ability to retrieve 
information from previous topics 
using his Knowledge Organiser. In 

TTRP and DEAR time he is  
focused and always makes the 

right choice.
Miss Turvey

Miles (10BRS) Has been a really 
helpful student in tutor time, 

handing out books and being a 
great listener in our reading  

sessions.
Mr Robbins

High Flyers
The students listed below have 
been recognised as receiving  

the most awards
Week Commencing 13  

November
Year 7 Jolene (13 awards)

Year 8 Lucas & Sophie (8 awards)
Year 9 Freya (7 awards)

Year 10 Owen & Grace (5 awards)
Year 11 Lucy & Isla (4 awards)

Week Commencing 20 November
Year 7 Charlie, Jolene, Theo & 

Naveah (7 awards)
Year 8 Brodan, Jack, McKenzie, 

Robert, Asha (5 awards)
Year 9 Amelia (6 awards)

Year 10 Anastasia, Darcy (5 awards)
Year 11 Minnie & Sophie  

(6 awards)

The Y7 and Y8 girls’ football teams showcased their skills and determina-
tion at the recent tournament held at Dean Academy. The team dis-
played excellent sportsmanship, teamwork, and a passion for the game 
throughout the competition. Their dedication to the game, combined 
with skillful plays and effective communication, resulted in two victories 
and a well-earned draw. 

It was a challenging day for Five Acres as the U13 and U15 Netball 
teams, along with the U13 Rugby Team, travelled to Dene Magna for 
a series of competitive matches. Despite facing tough opposition, the 
teams exhibited resilience and a commendable spirit.

The District U16 Netball tournament hosted at Five Acres High School 
was marked by both fantastic sportsmanship and an unfortunate inci-
dent that impacted the course of the games. Our team participated with 
enthusiasm and skill, displaying good performances against Newent, 
Wyedean, and Dene Magna. Wyedean claimed the overall win. 

It is with mixed emotions that we report on the recent matches of our 
U12 Girls and U14 Boys Football teams in the ESFA Cup. Despite putting 
up a valiant effort, both teams were unfortunately knocked out of the 
competition this week. The focus now turns to upcoming fixtures and 
the continued development of our talented young footballers. We  
look forward to seeing the teams bounce back and achieve success in 
future tournaments.

Well done to all of our students who participated in the District Cross 
Country event. As always, we were so proud of our students and the 
determination and ambition they showed. Special mention must go to 
our Under 14 (Year 8/9) and Under 16 (Year 10) girls teams who both 
won their team events, beating all other five Forest schools. The Year 
10 girls put on an incredible display, with five runners - Ella, Grace, 
Anastasia, Grace and Georgia - making the top 10 and qualifying for 
the County event this weekend. Huge congratulations to the following 
students who also qualified in their age categories for the County event: 
Y7 - Kacey and Alfie, Lillian and Ollie (Year 8), Daisy and Bea (Year 9) and 
Oliver (Year 10).
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Forest Food Bank Donations
Thank you to everyone who has already donated to our Forest 
Foodbank appeal. Below is our Reverse Advent Calendar with sug-
gestions for items. Donations can be left at Reception between 
8am and 4pm.

Key Dates
Friday 1 December

Sri Lanka trip Quiz Night  
Fundraiser

Thursday 7 December
Bronze & Silver Duke of  

Edinburgh Awards Parents’  
Information Evening
Friday 8 December

Year 11 Reports out to parents
Tuesday 12 &  

Wednesday 13 December
Enterprise Academy  
Christmas Markets

Wednesday 13 December
Christmas Concert
Wednesday 13 &  

Thursday 14 December
Whole school nasal  

flu vaccinations
Thursday 14 December 

Key Stage 3 Pantomime trip
Thursday 14 December

GCSE Certificate collection
Thursday 14 December 
Year 11 Parents’ Evening

Wednesday 20 December
Festive Canteen menu &  
Christmas Jumper Day

Wednesday 20 December
Christmas production -  

Twelfth Night
Thursday 21 December

Year 7 & 9 Celebrations Evening
Friday 22 December

Year 7 & 9 Reports out to parents
Friday 22 December 

Last day of term
Monday 25 December -  

Friday 5 January
Christmas Holidays

Sunday 7 January 2024
Ten Tors Navigation Event
Monday 8 January 2024

INSET Day
Week Commencing 8 January 

Year 8 & 10 assessments
Tuesday 9 January 2024

‘It All Adds Up’ trip to Oxford 
Mathematics Institute

Breakfast Offer
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Christmas Events At Five Acres High School 

Contact Us
To keep up to date with life at Five Acres High School,  

please follow us on Facebook (FiveAcresHighSchool), X (FiveAcresHigh)  
and Instagram (FiveAcresHighSchool).

To contact the school, please call 01594 832263 or  
email admin@5acreshighschool.co.uk

For the final week of this half term, week commencing 18 December, the canteen will be offering festive-
themed items from its Grab and Go selection and on Wednesday 21 December will be serving a  
traditional Christmas Roast. Students are also invited to wear Christmas jumpers, ties, socks or hair  
accessories on Wednesday 21 December. A photo booth will be set up in 10Block for students to take 
some festive fun pics on that day too.
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Student Ambassadors
We are excited to introduce our new student ambassadors of Five Acres High School. These students 
have undertaken a rigorous application process where they each explained how they represent our 
school values. These students will be working with the Student Leadership Team to conduct school 
tours and ensure that all members of our school community continue to feel included and listened to at 
Five Acres High School.

GROWS Post-16 Options Virtual event
On Wednesday 6 December GROWS is hosting an online events for Year 10 and Year 11 students and 
their parents/carers. This is a great opportunity for parents, carers and students to dial in from the 
comfort of their own home or convenience of their device, wherever they find themselves, to hear 
from local education experts, careers advisors and real students about the different options  
available to young people after GCSEs. The online event is from 5:30 to 6:45pm and you can sign up at 
this link - bit.ly/Futurechoices



Ambition - Confidence - Creativity - Determination - respectAmbition - Confidence - Creativity - Determination - respectAmbition - Confidence - Creativity - Determination - respectAmbition - Confidence - Creativity - Determination - respect

Gloucestershire  
County Council Free 

School Meals  
Holiday Voucher 

scheme
Gloucestershire County  

Council has opened applications 
for its December 2023  

Winter Holiday Free School  
Meal voucher scheme. The 

scheme is for children in  
Reception up to Year 11  

who are entitled to benefits- 
related Free School Meals  

and attend a school  
in Gloucestershire. 

To find out more about the 
scheme and to apply, please visit 
https://www.gloucestershire.
gov.uk/holiday-school-meal-

vouchers/
Families who have registered  
previously for support, do not 

need to re-register. 
The closing date for applications 
is midday on Tuesday 12 Decem-

ber. If parents/carers have not 
received their vouchers  
by 20 December, please  

contact    
childrensfund@gloucestershire.

gov.uk
Families who sign up to the 

scheme, or who have already 
registered, will receive a total of 

£15 per child. 
Vouchers will only be awarded 

once the parent/carer has  
registered for the scheme and 

cannot be backdated. Vouchers 
are valid for 6 months, although 

should be used in the holiday  
period in which they are  

awarded. If vouchers are not 
claimed and have expired, they 

cannot be re-issued.  
Vouchers not received should  

be queried via email to  
childrensfund@gloucestershire.

gov.uk  
by the end of the holiday period.

Thursday 21st 
December
5:30 – 7:00pm

 

COLEFORD CHRISTMAS LIGHT SWITCH ON  
SAT 02 DEC 

Important Timings for the day: 

1pm   Craft and Food Stalls open and Fun Fair begins 
2pm   Stage Acts start 

2-4pm  Grotto is open – High Street by zebra crossing 

4.45pm  Children meet at the Fire Station who would like 
to join in with the parade 

5.30pm  Lights are Switched on by a very special 
guest! 

5.45pm  Grotto re-opens until all children are seen 

 

 

 

Christmas Events In Coleford
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Winter Drama Production


