
PCSHE Booklet – Year 9

Topic 2 – The Justice 
System

Name: ___________________
Class: ____________________
Teacher: __________________

Year 9 Curriculum Overview
Topic 1: 
Peer 
influence 
and gangs

Healthy 
and 
unhealthy 
social 
groups, 
assertivene
ss, and 
gang 
exploitatio
n

Topic 2: Justice 
System

Laws, justice 
systems, role of 
the police, courts 
and tribunals, 
public institutions 
and voluntary 
groups, the 
Equality and 
Protected 
Characteristics

Topic 3: Respectful and 
Intimate Relationships

Families and parenting, 
healthy relationships, 
conflict resolution, and 
relationship changes, 
consent, contraception, 
the risks of STIs, and 
attitudes to 
pornography.

Topic 4: 
Healthy 
lifestyle

Choices 
about diet 
and 
exercise, 
healthy 
sleep, 
dental 
health



Knowledge Organiser



3

Low Stake Quiz

1. __________________________________
_________________________________

2. __________________________________
__________________________________

3. __________________________________
__________________________________

4. __________________________________
__________________________________

5. __________________________________
__________________________________

6. __________________________________
__________________________________

7. __________________________________
__________________________________

8. __________________________________
__________________________________



Sliding Scales

I am able to outline what the law is in the UK

I am able to describe the different people involved in the creation and 
implementation of the law.

I am able to explain the differences between civil and criminal law.

Sliding Scale – Lesson 1

The Law

Key words: Law, court, judges, police, solicitor, barrister, 
magistrates, prosecution, defence, criminal law, civil law,



Task 1: Write down your answers independently 
to the following questions. We will come back to 

these questions at the end of the booklet.

Why do we have laws?
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________

Who makes the laws?
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________

Who applies the law?
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________

How does the law affect your life?
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________



Task: Match the roles to the job description.

Task: Define the following terms:

Crime: 
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________

Criminal Law: 
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________

Civil Law:
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________
_________________________________________________



This diagram shows a simplification of 

the hierarchy of courts in England and 

Wales

- Criminal justice system: Yellow

- Civil system: blue

- Both: Orange

Supreme Court
Civil and criminal cases

Court of Appeal
Criminal  and  civil  cases

High Court
Civil cases

Magistrates’ Court
Trial for most criminal 

offences

Some civil matters

County Court
Most civil cases

Crown Court
Criminal  cases



Task: Complete the quiz in your booklet working with your 
partner.

Extension: What court would this be tried in?
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Low Stake Quiz

1. __________________________________
_________________________________

2. __________________________________
__________________________________

3. __________________________________
__________________________________

4. __________________________________
__________________________________

5. __________________________________
__________________________________

6. __________________________________
__________________________________

7. __________________________________
__________________________________

8. __________________________________
__________________________________



Sliding Scales

I can explain which people have the most influence when making and changing 
laws.

I can explain how laws are made.

I can explain how I can influence the law.

Sliding Scale – Lesson 2

How are laws made?

Key words: Legislature, judge, police, 
house of commons, house of lords, Queen, 

Government, Green Paper, White Paper, 
Bill



Task: Answer the following questions in your booklet 
independently.

What is the law?

_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________

Give some examples of laws.

_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________

Why do we need laws?

_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________

What do you think would happen if we did not have 
any laws in the UK?

_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________



Person/Group Description

The Police The role of this organisation is to maintain law and 
order within our communities. This includes 
protecting the public and preventing crime.

The House of Lords Someone who is currently studying at an institute of 
Higher Education

The Queen Led by the Prime Minister they are responsible for all 
policy decisions across the UK.

A University 
Student

The Head of State. 

A Judge A public officer appointed to preside over cases in a 
court of law

The Media Part of Parliament, it has around 800 members who 
were appointed by the Queen on the advice of the 
Prime Minister. Members have a number of roles, one 
of which is to consider and debate changes to the law.

The Government A not for profit organisation set up to provide support 
or financial aid for a particular cause or purpose. 
These organisations must remain independent and 
not give their support to a particular political party or 
group. 

A Charity The highest ranking person in a company or 
organisation.

Chief Executive 
Officer (CEO)

Someone who is currently not in work. 

An Unemployed 
person

A range of communication outlets through which 
news can be spread.

An MP A person who has been elected to represent the 
people from a particular area in the House of 
Commons.

A Pensioner (some 
who is retired)

Someone aged between 13-19

A Teenager Someone who has retired and is receiving a pension.

Who makes the law?
Task: Read the different through the different 

cards showing who influences and creates 
laws. Match the card to the correct 

description.



Task: Rank these individuals/groups along the 
following continuum line. Explain below why you 

have placed them in this order.

No power

A lot of 
power

Some power



Parliamentary Stages

New Bills must be approved by both the 

House of Commons and the House of Lords 

and can be introduced into either House. A Bill 

will go through the following stages in 

Parliament:

First 

Reading
Second 

Reading

Committee 

Stage

Report 

Stage

Third 

Reading

Consideration 

of Amendments

Royal 

Assent

Task: What are the advantages and 
disadvantages of this system to create a law.

Advantages Disadvantages



Changing the Law

Task: Look at the following laws which are proposed. 

Discuss the following questions with your partner.

1. What are the advantages and disadvantages of 

changing these laws?

2. Who will need to be involved if the law is to be 

changed?



Plenary

Q:  List three groups of people that are influential in getting laws 

changed

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

Q:  List three of the stages that a new law must go through before 

it is approved

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

Q:  Name one way that you can influence the law

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

Q:  What one thing surprised you most about what you have 

learnt today?

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________
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Low Stake Quiz

1. __________________________________
_________________________________

2. __________________________________
__________________________________

3. __________________________________
__________________________________

4. __________________________________
__________________________________

5. __________________________________
__________________________________

6. __________________________________
__________________________________

7. __________________________________
__________________________________

8. __________________________________
__________________________________



Sliding Scales

I am able to describe police powers and the limits placed on them.

I am able to describe the rules of stop and search

I am able to describe the rules of and limits on police detention.

Sliding Scale – Lesson 3

The Police

Key words: police, stop and search, rights and 
responsibilities, arrest, detention, police caution.



What do you think about the 

police?

Task: Answer the following questions in 
your booklet.

1. Who are the police and what do they 
do? 
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________

2. Should the police be able to do 
whatever it takes to catch criminals? 
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________

3. How do you think the police should 
behave? 
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________

4. How could the police improve their 
reputation amongst young people? 
________________________________
________________________________
________________________________



Stop and Search
Task: Complete the quiz in pairs to test your knowledge 

about Stop and Search.



Arrest and Detention
Arrest is a power that the police have to stop 

someone going about their daily life and to take 

them and hold them in a police station.

In most circumstances, the police must have a 

warrant to arrest someone.

Task: Create your ideal police force. What powers of 

arrest would they have?



Task: Using the information and the scenarios, work in pairs to 

decide whether the police officer has used his/her powers 

lawfully or unlawfully. 

Police power Description under the Police and 

Criminal Evidence Act (PACE) 1984 

and Serious Organised Crime and 

Police Act (SOCA) 2005

Safeguards for the 

suspect 

Stop and 

search 

The police can stop and search people and vehicles 

in a public place only if they have ‘....reasonable 

grounds for suspecting that the person is in 

possession of (or the vehicle contains) stolen or 

prohibited articles.  Prohibited articles include 

offensive weapons and articles for use in 

connection with burglary or theft.’

The police officer should: 

• give his/her name and 
police station

• state the reason for the 
search

• not stop you because of 
your sex, age, colour, 
disability or any other 
general physical 
characteristics.

Arrest and 

detention

The police can arrest someone without a warrant in 

the following circumstances:

• the person is about to commit an offence

• the person is in the act of committing an 
offence

• the person is guilty of an offence

• the officer has reasonable grounds for 
suspecting any of the above.

The officer must: 

• inform the suspect that 
s/he is being arrested

• tell the suspect that 
independent legal advice 
is available free of charge.

A consultation with a solicitor in 

private is allowed.

Interviewing 

and 

collecting 

evidence

Strip searches

Strip searches should happen in a police station.  

Searches should not be made in a public area and 

should be carried out by a police officer who is of 

the same sex as the suspect.

Intimate searches

A high ranking police officer can approve an 

intimate search of a suspect if there is cause to 

believe that:

• the person has with them an item which could 
be used to cause physical injury to themselves 
or others

• they are in possession of a class A drug.

Such searches should be carried out by a doctor or 

nurse.

‘The court shall not allow 

statements which have been 

obtained through oppression to 

be used as evidence’. 

The interview room must be 

well lit, heated and ventilated 

adequately.

Suspects must be given 

adequate breaks for meals, 

refreshments and sleep.

For intimate body samples 

(such as urine, blood or dental 

samples) the police need the 

suspect’s consent.

An imitate search is ‘a search 

which consists of the physical 

examination of a person’s body 

orifices other than the mouth’.



Did the police officer in each scenario use his/her powers 

lawfully or unlawfully?  Justify your answers.

Scenario 1: Kwame is a young black boy living in Peckham.  He 

has not committed any offences before and so he does not have 

a criminal record.  Kwame was walking to school with his friend 

Daniel, who is white, when he was stopped and searched by a 

police man for wearing a hoodie.  Daniel was also wearing a 

hoodie, but was not stopped by the police. 

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

Scenario 2: Saba, who wears a hijab, was driving back from the 

supermarket and was waiting at a red traffic light when the police 

stopped her and searched her for dangerous weapons.  They 

said that someone at the supermarket had seen a gun in the 

boot of her car.

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

Scenario 3: A man aged 60 was shouting at two young boys 

down the road, ‘Stop them!  They’ve stolen my TV and CD 

player’.  The boys, carrying a TV and CD player, kept running 

down the road.  They bumped into two police officers who asked 

them to stop. 

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

Scenario 4: A man in a shopping centre was acting suspiciously 

in a clothes store.  He was opening and closing his bag, but not 

trying anything on.  The security guard called the police and the 

police stopped the man as he was walking out and searched 

him. 

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________



Scenario 5: Two elderly women took some fruit from their local 

fruit and vegetable market.  The stallholder saw some fruit was 

missing and called over a nearby police officer.  The police 

officer stopped two young boys wearing hoodies instead of the 

old women. 

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

Scenario 6: Karim was arrested as a suspect in a murder 

inquiry.  The police took him to the police station and forced him 

to give a blood sample without the permission of a high ranking 

officer.

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

Scenario 7: Sonja was seen by police peering through the 

windows of a house that had been burgled recently.  When the 

police approached her, she tried to hide and then swore at a 

police officer.  The officer forced her to give fingerprints on the 

spot.

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________



Plenary: Answer the following questions in your booklet:

1. What have you most agreed or disagreed with 

today? 

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

2. Have any of your thoughts about the police 

changed? If so, what and why? 

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

3. Would you consider a career as a police officer? 

Why/Why not? 

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________

___________________________________
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1. __________________________________
_________________________________

2. __________________________________
__________________________________

3. __________________________________
__________________________________

4. __________________________________
__________________________________

5. __________________________________
__________________________________

6. __________________________________
__________________________________

7. __________________________________
__________________________________

8. __________________________________
__________________________________



Sliding Scales

I can describe the rights young people have within the criminal justice system.

I can explain why we punish criminals.

I can discuss the different types of punishment and their advantages and 
disadvantages.

Sliding Scale – Lesson 4

Young Justice

Key words: Justice system, police station, court, criminal 
responsibility, fine, community sentence, criminal behaviour 
order, crime prevention injunctions, custodial sentences.



What should the justice system look 

like? 



From the Police Station to the 

Court
Task: Complete the quiz in pairs to test your existing 

knowledge of the criminal justice system.



Why do we punish 

people who 

commit crimes?

Task: With your partner, write down as many reasons as 
possible to explain why we punish people who commit 
crimes.



What is the best way to punish a crime?

Task: Complete the following table in your booklet to suggest some 
of the advantages and disadvantages of the punishments below.

Punishment What does it involve? Advantages Disadvantages

Fines A fine is the most 
common form of 
punishment for an 
offence given by the 
criminal courts. The 
judge will decide how 
much the fine is and any 
other costs you must pay 
including compensation 
to the victim of your 
crime. You must pay the 
fine by a certain date.

Community 
Sentence

Community sentencing 
can give offenders 
opportunities to make 
amends for their crime. 
Community sentencing 
includes: community 
service, doing 
challenging unpaid such 
as removing graffiti, 
cleaning up derelict 
areas or working for 
charities.

Criminal 
Behaviour 
Orders/Crime 
Prevention 
injunctions

The order is aimed 
at tackling the most 
serious and persistent 
offenders where their 
behaviour has brought 
them before a criminal 
court. CBOs include 
prohibitions to stop the 
anti-social behaviour, 
and may also include 
requirements to address 
the underlying causes of 
the offender's 
behaviour.

Custodial 
Sentences

Custody probation 
orders are for serious 
offences that deserve a 
custodial sentence of 
one year or more. The 
offender must be aged 
17 or older and consent 
to the order. The order 
will involve time in 
custody followed by 
supervision by a 
probation officer in the 
community.



Plenary: Answer the following questions in your 

booklet.

Q:  What have you most agreed or disagreed 

with in this lesson?

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

Q:  Do you think young people are aware of the 

processes involved when someone commits a 

crime?

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

Q:  Have any of your thoughts about the justice 

system changed?

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

Q:  Do you think that it is important to punish 

someone that has committed a crime? Why/why 

not?

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________



33

Low Stake Quiz

1. __________________________________
_________________________________

2. __________________________________
__________________________________

3. __________________________________
__________________________________

4. __________________________________
__________________________________

5. __________________________________
__________________________________

6. __________________________________
__________________________________

7. __________________________________
__________________________________

8. __________________________________
__________________________________



Sliding Scales

I can explain at what age young people have a variety of rights and 
responsibilities.

I can identify which laws affect my life.

Sliding Scale – Lesson 5

Your Rights and Responsibilities

Key words: Age, rights, responsibilities, laws, age restrictions



Task: How fair are these laws?

Not fair
Very fair

Task: With your partner, decide what age are 
you allowed to do each of the following.



Task: Read through each case study and answer the 
questions below. You may work with your partner to 

complete these.





Task: Use the questions from the ‘At What Age’ quiz to identify one age 
restriction that you do not agree with. 

Prepare a case for why you think the age should be changed. Consider 
the following questions:

1. What does the law currently say? 
2. What change would you like to make to the law? 
3. What are the arguments for and against your suggested change?
4. Which individuals would be affected if the law was changed? 
5. How would society be affected if the law was changed? 

Key influencers: Think about who you would need to get on board to 
support your argument? For example…  Young people; MPs; Legal 
professionals; Experts in the area; Media.

_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________
_____________________________________



Extra Paper:

________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________



Plenary: Answer these 

questions in your booklet.

Q:  What surprised you most about what 

we discussed today?

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

Q:  Are there any laws that you 

particularly agree or disagree with?

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

Q:  How do the laws we discussed 

impact your life?

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________

____________________________



Extra Paper:

________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________



Extra Paper:

________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________


