
DATES FOR THE DIARY: 
15 DECEMBER  - CHRISTMAS JUMPER DAY 

19 DECEMBER – END OF TERM 

02 JANUARY - ACADEMIC REVIEW DAY (details to follow) 

03 JANUARY—STUDENTS RETURN TO SCHOOL 

17 JANUARY—CELEBRATIONS EVENING 

23 JANUARY—WOMAN IN BLACK VISIT 

 

This should have been our last full week before the Christmas holidays.  The weather, however, had other    

ideas. I hope you all enjoyed the enforced long weekend and would like to congratulate students on the great 

attitude shown on their return to school. I also have to mention the fantastic dedication of our site staff in  

ensuring our site was safe, and indeed all staff involved with the school closure communications.  

As with all we do, I always welcome feedback on what could be improved.  

 

Unfortunately, I am concerned about the amount of learning time lost, especially for our Year 11’s at this      
crucial time. To give them the best possible chance of success, we have arranged for Year 11 students to come 
into school on 02 January to catch up on time lost with a bespoke timetable, lessons 1-4. These will be given 
out today. 

I look forward to welcoming you to our first Academic Review Day, where you will have the opportunity to 
meet with staff to discuss your child's progress and their latest report. I am sure this will be a really valuable 
experience for you, but would also like to remind you that there is no need to wait for an Academic Review day 
to contact us. We have an open door policy and you are welcome to visit at any time, and do feel free to     
contact your child’s teachers with any concerns as, when and if they arise  

Finally I would like to thank the whole community for making me feel so welcome as my first term at Five Acres 
High School draws to a close, and wish you all a very Merry Christmas. I look forward to continuing our work 
together in the New Year.   

 

 

Ben Parnell 

PTA 

has a brand new PTA.  

Volunteers met with the Head last 

week and have elected a Chair 

and Vice Chair. More details will 

follow about how you can get  

involved. 



The Autumn term is notoriously a long one in the academic calendar.  Despite the freshness of the summer break, 

everybody within the school starts to feel fatigued as the December days roll by.  It is a true celebration of all the 

staff and students determination and resilience that Five Acres High School maintains its high attendance figures.   

It has been well researched that the higher the attendance of both staff and students the better the academic 

attainment and progress of its students. 

This determination was witnessed in great quantities during the snow days earlier this week.  It is never an easy 

decision to close a school, but when the safety of staff and students cannot be guaranteed then the decision to 

close is the only option.  The site team of Mr Read, Mr Evans and former caretaker Mr Creed worked tirelessly from 

the Sunday through to late on Tuesday to clear the site and ensure we could reopen as normal on Wednesday 

morning.  The site was almost entirely cleared of snow, which is a phenomenal achievement considering how much 

snow fell. 

Without the determination of the site team, we would have struggled to open safely on the Wednesday morning to 

ensure the loss of school days was minimized as much as possible.  With the Christmas break almost upon us, we 

would like to wish all our students, their families and staff a wonderful Christmas and a well deserved break. 

Mr Ogden 

Thank you to everyone who supported the Reindeer Rodeo on Friday. It was great to see so many members of staff and    

students having a great time. The atmosphere was fantastic and it was great to not 

only host such a fun competition, but also reward some of our 100% attenders and 

year 11's.  

The main reason for the event was however an inter-house competition, so now for 

the serious bit.... 

Staff Results: 

1st - Mr Phelps (38 seconds) 

2nd - Mr Read (37 seconds) 

3rd - Mrs Baker/Mr Ogden (36 seconds) 

Unfortunately Mr Ackland's score of 45 seconds was disqualified due to an 

illegal hold around the reindeers neck...!! 

Students Results: 

1st - Tom Year 10 (64 seconds) 

2nd - Ebony Year 8 (40 seconds) 

3rd - Tommy Year 9 (37 seconds) 

House Competition Result: 

1st - Ninewells    2nd - Cannop        3rd - Clearwell      4th - Lightmoor 


