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School Prospectus

OUR CORE VALUES
AND CHARACTER
EDUCATION
As students strive to #BeMoreFive we know that they will
leave us as fantastically rounded young people. They leave
Five Acres High School as confident, ambitious and highachieving individuals.
We clearly communicate and embed our values – Ambition,
Confidence, Creativity, Determination and Respect, so
that we can further develop high standards of integrity,
discipline and self-belief.
We insist that our students wear their uniform with pride,
that their behaviour is exceptional and that they are
excellent ambassadors for Five Acres High School in the
local community and beyond.
Our Student Leadership Team are ambassadors for Five
Acres High School, and represent our core values across the
school and the wider community.

“The Schools of Character Kitemark or Kitemark Plus is awarded to schools and
colleges that can demonstrate that they take an explicit, planned and reflective
approach to the cultivation of positive character qualities in their pupils in the
interests of human flourishing. Five Acres High School is a terrific example and
it is with great pleasure that we welcome the school with a proven strength at
developing the character of their young people.”
Gary Lewis - Headteacher, Chair of the Association
for Character Education

FIVE ACRES HIGH SCHOOL IS AN EXCITING,
ENERGETIC AND WELCOMING 11-16 SCHOOL.
It is a privilege to be Headteacher of Five Acres High School, a school with high standards and a passion for
developing character alongside delivering excellent outcomes.
The school has been on a journey of improvement and our outstanding GCSE results mean that our students move
confidently on to very ambitious next steps. Our aim is that students at Five Acres High School will have a better chance
of success than if they attended any other school. We want them to see value in all that they do and aim to be the
best at what ever they go on to do. We challenge them to ‘Be More Five’; growing in Ambition, Confidence, Creativity,
Determination and Respect.
We are a proud member of the Greenshaw Learning Trust, a ‘family’ of like-minded schools that work closely together to
provide mutual support and share excellent practice so that our children make excellent progress.
This is a really exciting time to be joining the school; Five Acres High School is developing a reputation as one of the top
performing schools in the south west.
We are committed for this success to be based not only on excellent GCSE/Level 2 outcomes, but also with superb
opportunities for our students to grow in character. We aim to develop our students through offering an engaging blend of
amazing opportunities including arts and sport.
Five Acres High School is a wonderful school, with incredible students and staff and if you have any questions please do
not hesitate to get in touch.

Simon Phelps, Headteacher

My goal is to go into
higher education and on
to Cambridge University
to gain my degree and
master’s degree. To do this
I have to get good grades
in my GCSEs so I made
the decision to do extra
work and revise as much
as possible throughout
my time at Five Acres High
School to achieve this.
Freya, Student Leadership
Team, Ambition Lead

I am proud of our school
and believe that the
changes made in the past
three years have made it
an excellent institution for
learning in The Forest of
Dean.
Thomas, Student
Leadership Team,
Ambition Lead
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AMBITION
Thomas and Freya are joint student leads for Ambition. Our Character Education programme
has helped them to develop ambition through the extended opportunities provided by Five
Acres High School, including taking part in different events such as visiting colleges and
universities through the Scholars Programme, Brilliant Club. This provides students with the
opportunity to gain knowledge about future options and career pathways once they leave
Five Acres High School. A successful careers programme, including one-to-one careers advice,
throughout KS3 and KS4 has helped to shape students’ character and their ambitious aims.

“People work better when they know what the goal is and why.
It is important that people look forward to coming to work in
the morning and enjoy working.” Elon Musk
Five Acres High School is a hive of ambition. We expect the very best from each other every
minute of every day, because we believe that every one of us can succeed. This is reflected in
our challenging curriculum: we read ambitious books every day; we put interventions in place
for every student who requires a boost and we provide access to complex and demanding
knowledge concepts so that every student leaves able to compete with others who have also
been to the very best schools in the country.
There are a multitude of ways to develop ambition at Five Acres High School. Every year there
is the opportunity to apply for a grant from the Greenshaw Learning Trust to develop your
own business, be that a regular bake sale or cleaning cars. A new initiative launched in May
2020, Be Ready, provides a number of courses for Continual Personal Development to help
improve students’ employment opportunities and develop vital life skills.
From taking on additional homework or being part of an academy or society students are
encouraged to develop their ambition to be successful. Being ambitious for their futures,
students are willing and ready to learn and make an impact on their education. All of the
opportunities and activities on offer at Five Acres High School give both students and staff
a better chance of success than if they were to attend any other high school.
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CONFIDENCE
We believe that what you know is important.
Alongside that, we put equal weighting on how
well you share that knowledge. Our students are
confident young people who are equipped with the
necessary oracy skills to become the politicians and
public speakers of the future. We create opportunities
for students to taste success through a residential
experience in Year 7, participating in individual,
small group or whole school performances,
involvement in the Brilliant Club, and holding a
formal interview process for Head Student and
Character Education leads.
Issie is lead for Confidence. Happy to participate in
school focus groups and lead prospective students
and their families on tours of the school, Issie plays an
active role in the school and has seen her confidence
grow in many ways since she joined Five Acres High
School in Year 7.

“Self-confidence is the foundation of all
great success and achievement. “

I am an active school
ambassador: conducting
school tours, supporting open
evenings and representing
Five Acres High School on visits
to other Greenshaw Learning
Trust Academies. I have
represented students with the
Senior Leadership Team and
engaged with members of the
local community, including the
Mayor to discuss issues within
our school’s community.
Issie, Student Leadership
Team, Confidence Lead
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Brian Tracy - Motivational Speaker
At Five Acres High School all students are encouraged
to be part of the school community, and have the
opportunity to participate in decisions that shape the
way their school life develops.
Confidence and leadership can be achieved not only
through team sports (representing house groups or the
school) but also taking part in academic competitions
such as the UK Mathematics Trust annual challenge, as
well as numerous other internal and external events.
On joining Five Acres, all Year 7 students are
encouraged to participate in an overnight residential
course, this promotes teamwork, leadership skills and
builds individual character. Throughout school life,
there are also regular day trips and multiple overnight
excursions both in the UK as well as abroad which help
to gain independence and self-belief.

CREATIVITY
While schools across the country are narrowing their
curriculum, we are broadening ours with opportunities
for creativity. This extends through our house system,
our annual shows and production, the school choir and
much more. We value technology, the arts and sport,
and we work hard to support students to excel in
these areas.
Since joining Five Acres High School, Ellie, our lead
for Creativity, has taken full advantage of the school’s
extra-curricular activities, performing in local music
festivals, taking to the stage for Shakespeare’s Macbeth
as part of the Royal Shakespeare Company Schools
Programme, seen her written work published as part of
a short story competition and enjoyed two ski trips to
France and Italy.

“Creativity is contagious, pass it on.“

Albert Einstein
Five Acres High School has a lot to offer to fuel a
student’s creativity. For example, there are art and
drama societies, school productions and many sporting
practices both during and after school.
Our lessons are also great ways to grow creativity. For
instance, the English department runs inter-school
competitions, as well as entering students into country
wide competitions. Art created by our students is sent
off to galleries to be exhibited. We also offer multiple
trips to West end theatres, museums, art galleries and
much more.
When students take part in such activities, they can
earn Character Education badges to wear and show
their contribution to the school values. The school also
offers once in a lifetime opportunities to all students,
such as oversea visits, cultural exchanges and guest
speakers to ensure that appreciation and talent sharing
is universal.

The Character Education
programme has given me some
fantastic opportunities to develop
my own creativity and to get
involved with numerous extracurricular activities and events
across the school.
Ellie, Student Leadership
Team, Creativity Lead
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The school’s Character
Education opportunities
have helped to develop
my determination through
representing the school in
a variety of sports fixtures
including rugby and netball.
Natalie, Student Leadership
Team, Determination Lead

#BeMoreFive
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DETERMINATION
Our young people leave Five Acres High School with a steely determination to succeed. We
all recognise that some students find school harder than others, but this only drives our
motivation further to ensure that no child is left behind. Our students know that when they
get stuck, they don’t give up, they relish the challenge that difficult tasks bring, they keep on
trying and they win.
Regularly attending clubs and sports practises, and by listening to the advice from her
coaches, has made Natalie more determined. She always tries to do better by developing
her own determination and stamina and strongly believes that finding something you enjoy
doing, whether it’s reading or running, can have a great effect if you keep at it and stay
determined.

“A winner is a dreamer who never gives up.“

Nelson Mandela
Through the value of determination, students can secure the attention of future colleges or
employers and can have the opportunity to represent the school in a sport locally, regionally
and nationally. This will show future employers that you are more determined to succeed.
Being determined shows that you are a committed and resilient learner who strives to do
their very best.
Being determined will lead to you being able to read a wide variety of books from the
Greenshaw canon, where Character Education badges can be earned – bronze for reading 10,
silver for 25 and gold for 50.
Sometimes you can do your best by just showing your commitment, for example 100%
attendance at a academy or society over the course of a term will see you gain your Character
Education badges and certificates as it shows you are a committed and determined student.
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RESPECT
At Five Acres High School we expect disruption-free lessons day in, day out; lesson in, lesson
out. This is borne out of respect for each other and the right we all have to learn, the respect for
education and value that we put on this, the fundamental requirement that we feel safe at school
with each other and the respect we have for the brilliant teachers at our wonderful school.
We respect our students so much that we do not accept any poor behaviour at the school.
That said, we also have a lot of fun together through our celebration assemblies, our Fun Friday
programme, trips, visits and rewards system. We invest time in this because of the respect we
have for ourselves and each other.
Karis has shown great respect in her volunteer work, both in school and her local community by
helping out at her local library two days a week. Sport plays a role in Karis’s life and she has been
able to use her love of running to raise money for local charities.

“Show respect to other people, even when they don’t deserve it.

Respect is a reflection of your character, not theirs.“
Dave Willis - Author
By taking part in events which demonstrate diversity, Connor has earned his Character Education
Silver Respect badges. His commitment to undertaking the Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Award
and volunteer work in the school library has helped him develop respect for his team members
and the wider school community.
Respect is shown through our work to ensure that we are an inclusive community. We seek
to raise awareness of issues affecting those on the margins of society and the issues affecting
broader society though our assembly programme, the themes covered in our PSHE programme
and the challenging books we choose to read in our Tutor Time Reading Programme. Giving
everyone a voice and shining a light on these issues helps to educate us all and develop
respectful attitudes to those we meet in the wider world.
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Through the school’s
Character Education
programme I have been
recognised for my volunteer
work in my local library,
earning my Bronze Respect
badge, alongside the work
I have done to raise money
for charity. By volunteering
in the library I have helped
to promote the school’s
respect and passion for
books and the importance
of reading across our
school community.
Karis, Student Leadership
Team, Respect Lead

Being part of the Student
Leadership Team has been
one of my dreams since the
first team was elected. I am
very passionate about the
ethos of the school, and I
deeply value student voices
being heard.
Connor, Student Leadership
Team, Respect Lead
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READING
INTRODUCING

TIA

She is a devourer of literature,
a veritable chapter gobbler.

From their very first day in Year 7, students are immersed in a
culture of reading, in a school which sees reading intrinsic to
unlocking ambition, inspiring creativity, understanding the
world around them and moulding students into 21st
century citizens.

“A keen and valued member of one of our book clubs,

Tia shares her passion for reading through year
group assemblies and vlog reviews, Tia epitomises
what it means to ‘Be More Five’“
Mr De Cloedt - English Teacher

Every morning, students are transported to far distant
lands, contrasting cultures and back and forth in time, to
worlds populated by a myriad of intriguing and fascinating
characters through the Tutor Time Reading Programme.
Sharing books in this way helps build students’ own personal
canon, be involved in a shared reading experience and gain
insight into personal and universal issues that will only arm
them better to make sense of the world around them.
The passion we instil in our students for reading and the
power it gives them is harnessed and developed through
daily DEAR time reading (Drop Everything And Read),
supported by a wonderful library, which not only offers a
brilliant choice of quality fiction, but it is also stocked with
books on the Greenshaw Canon, a diet of challenging texts
for students to consume in order to achieve a coveted
Character Education award for Determination in Literacy.
Five Acres High School students are also offered the chance
to become part of one of the hugely successful book society,
who meet regularly to discuss, debate, deconstruct, analyse
and opine about great literature before sharing their passion
with their peers through assemblies. Furthermore, students
support each other in their reading through Reading buddies
because here, reading is supported at every level.
At Five Acres High School, we know that reading is a life
skill which unlocks the curriculum, creating a foundation for
lifelong learning and nourishes the souls of our students,
creating empathetic, compassionate and fully rounded
young people.

#BeMoreFive
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MUSIC
Musicians are amazing people. Not only do they know
how to perform on instrument(s) and/or with their voices,
but they can also create their own music. They can work
with other people, be creative, and show discipline when
practising. They can listen to lots of different types of
music and describe in detail what they hear. In order to
understand music and how it works, a musician’s knowledge
spans Maths, English, Physics, Biology, Technology, History,
Geography, Languages, Politics, Art and Culture. Through the
opportunities we offer at Five Acres High School, we develop
students’ confidence, creativity and encourage them to Be
More Five!

INTRODUCING

FINNLAY
He is a well-rounded musician
and performer, being an excellent
drummer (amongst other
instruments) and singer.

“Finnlay creates well thought out and artistic
compositions, whilst challenging both himself and
his peers to aim high“

Miss Barker - Music Teacher
Striving to be a part of a world-class curriculum in Music,
students at Five Acres High School study a range of musical
styles, within the genres of Classical, World and Popular
music, engaging through composition, performance,
listening and appraising, using industry standard software,
and a range of musical instruments.
Students learn to play musical instruments inside and
outside of the classroom, from peripatetic music tuition,
delivered by professional musicians, to engaging in extracurricular activities. Societies such as A Capella, staff and
student chamber choir, band and other instrumental groups,
cultivate and enhance musical literacy, build friendship
groups and professional relationships through ensemble
work, and give students the opportunity to perform and
express their enthusiasm for music. Students are also given
the exciting opportunity to work with musician and musical
director, Nigel Ipinson-Fleming in Whole-Year Choir once
a week in Key Stage 3. This culminates in experiences of
singing with other choirs in our sister schools across the
Greenshaw Learning Trust.
Creative staff are dedicated to ensuring that our students
have the opportunity to experience playing to a wider
audience, through in-house and public productions and
concerts, and foreign tours, especially with our links to
St Hillaire de Riez, France through Coleford Twinning
Association. Students not only learn how to develop as
musicians, but establish and reinforce life-long skills and
disciplines which will serve them well throughout their
educational and working careers.
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SPORTS
INTRODUCING

CAIDAN
A big player in our football team,
Caidan is now a signed Academy
player for an EFL league 2 club.

At Five Acres High School we offer a world-class, broad and
balanced curriculum. We offer the usual sports and activities
that you would expect to find such as rugby, netball,
football, fitness, rounders, softball, athletics, table tennis
and volleyball, both as part of our curriculum and as extracurricular activities. We also offer some more unusual extracurricular activities such as mountain biking, power lifting,
golf and Boccia.
Our PE staff and outside coaches help to provide a very
strong extra-curricular programme, giving expert additional
coaching above and beyond what students would receive
through their timetabled lessons.

“We are very proud of Caidan’s achievements and
believe that he can go all the way to the top with his
football career - definitely one to look out for“

Mr Hayward - PE Teacher
Students from Five Acres High School have taken part in
many local and national competitions, achieving a high level
of success. Recent years have seen our boys football team
progress to the semi-final of the National Schools FA Cup,
and more locally our rugby players reached the semi-final
of the EDF Cup, organized by Gloucester Rugby Club. We
have also claimed many county titles in sports ranging from
mountain biking to Boccia, where we are the current District
Champions and County runners-up.
As part of the Greenshaw Learning Trust we are able to
compete against our fellow GLT schools. Five Acres High
School students took home wins in the latest Greenshaw
Learning Trust Rugby Cups in Years 7, 8 and 9 and have won
the Greenshaw Learning Trust Athletics Championships twice
in a row.
Locally, we are very competitive and are usually the
favourites to win our fixtures. We are not defined by these
successes, we also place great emphasis on the participation
alone. We look to engage as many students as possible.
We have links with Gloucester Rugby Club, Rugby Football
Union, Cheltenham Town FC, Bells Golf Club, Rockets Health
& Fitness Club, Wildboar Weightlifting, Gloucestershire
Cricket Board, Lyndean Netball Club, Hartpury University
and Hartpury College and the University of Gloucestershire
(School of Sport and Exercise) and are always looking to add
to our links with other local and national clubs.
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SEND
Primarily, Five Acres High School provides interventions,
both in small groups or one-to-one, in a wide range of study
skills. We pride ourselves in supporting students with social,
emotional and academic needs in a safe and supportive
environment, helping them reach their ambitions.
Our diverse and inclusive curriculum has seen our students
perform at county level in both Boccia and cricket, gaining
respect from the entire school community.

INTRODUCING

RYAN

A key member of our Boccia team,
helping him to build his confidence
throughout his school life.

“Ryan’s determination to succeed has helped him
grow in confidence in the classroom and on the
Boccia court“

Mrs Baker - SENDCo
Our mutual respect and trusted relationships with both our
students and their families underpin all of the core values of
Five Acres High School.
Alongside our inspiring Literacy and Numeracy interventions,
we continually hold handwriting, reading, touch typing and
life skill classes, ensuring every student has the opportunity
to achieve their best.
Assisting students is imperative; our department regularly
supply a host of learning aids, such as handwriting pens,
adapted booklets, coloured papers, reader pens as well as
providing bespoke learning courses to suit individual needs.
Five Acres High School SEN department staff are dedicated
and proud of their individual Continual Professional
Development through attending workshops, online
courses and studying university degrees to enhance their
understanding of specific learning difficulties, such as autism,
dyslexia, dyscalculia and speech and language.
Applying a holistic approach to support students across
the key stages of their development, we regularly involve
internal and external agencies to guide them through their
journey at Five Acres High School. Our main objective is to
instil confidence, to enable all our students to be ambitious
and successful in their post-16 pathways.

#BeMoreFive
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HOMEWORK
INTRODUCING

RUBY

She has shown great commitment
to her homework, embracing
Hegarty Maths to see
real improvement.

Homework forms an integral part of a student’s daily
routine at Five Acres High School. As a school we place huge
importance on homework and the advantages that it brings
to our students in terms of increasing their chances
of success.

“Ruby has seen a big improvement in her

understanding in maths through her committed use
of Hegarty Maths as part of her homework model“
Mr Cockeram - Maths Teacher
Homework provides all students with the opportunity to
work independently towards their own goals and successes.
Along the way the students will develop the skills of
determination, commitment and resilience, alongside the
attributes of good time management and recognising the
importance of meeting deadlines. Once mastered, these
skills stay with our students for life and are transferable into
the world of work.
Our homework model is built upon the basics of reading and
mathematics and the regular retrieval of information applied
through deliberate practice tasks, such as self-quizzing.
As students move into Key Stage 4 a more bespoke set of
homework tasks are added to the basics to help students
develop a revision programme, giving them a better chance
of success.
We offer our students a supportive model for the completion
of their homework, we have lunchtime sessions where
students can opt to complete their homework in school
and after school we run a targeted study support model,
supported by our teaching assistants, which helps our most
vulnerable meet the demands of the homework model.
Finally we offer Study Support, where students can opt to
use our facilities to complete their work before going home;
this is a popular option for those students who need help
with their time management.
At Five Acres High School the students see a real value
and impact of the homework they complete, and this is
evidenced through the high completion rate and positive
feedback that we receive from our students and parents.

#BeMoreFive
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FUN FRIDAYS
Fun Friday is a huge part of the Five Acres High School life,
and is something that all year groups can take part in. Having
fun together develops deep relationships and togetherness
and supports all students and staff in being part of our
brilliant community. It plays a central role in helping us to
understand and appreciate each other. We run numerous
competitions throughout the year from Halloween bake
sales to designing the school Christmas Card in December.
Students taking part can gain house points or even vouchers
to celebrate their individual successes. At the end of each
term house points are added up and students in the winning
house share together in an awesome treat.

INTRODUCING

CHLOE
She is a keen adventurer and runs
head first into any challenge set.

“Chloe is very involved in her local Girl Guides and

takes on all tasks with boundless enthusiasm. Chloe
would love to become an advocate for young girls
and is an aspiring zoo keeper“
Miss Cavill - History Teacher and Director of Fun
Through Fun Fridays, an atmosphere of creativity, ambition
and excitement is created here at Five Acres High School.
Every week there are different competitions that celebrate
everyone’s strengths. Staff are also celebrated through our
Fun Friday awards. Nominations are received for those who
go Above and Beyond the Call of Duty (ABCD) and those who
are Friendly, Resilient, Enthusiastic and Determined (FRED).
We have four houses named after local mining history:
Clearwell, Lightmoor, Ninewells and Cannop. We wanted
to link these with our local community and highlight the
importance of the history of our area.
Each student is placed in a house when they join the school
and encouraged to take part in competitions throughout the
year. Competitions include: Talent Shows, Subject Quizzes,
Art Exhibitions, Pancake Toss, Minute to Win It and so many
more. As we are part of the Greenshaw Learning Trust, we
have run many competitions nationwide with students from
all around the country taking part.
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WHICH ACADEMY OR SOCIETY
WILL YOU CHOOSE?
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20 GREAT REASONS TO JOIN
FIVE ACRES HIGH SCHOOL
1.

Join a school that is in the top 5% for progress in the country

2.

Enjoy disruption-free classrooms, each lesson, every day

3.

Experience high-quality, subject specialist teaching

4.

Read quality literature every day for at least 45 minutes

5.

Sing in the impressive, Five Acres High School choir – 450 students do each week!

6.

Play in or support our teams in the National Schools FA Cup

7.

Be part of our adventurous Duke of Edinburgh or Ten Tors teams

8.

Compete in the Greenshaw Games for Athletics

9.

Represent the school in the UK Maths Challenge

10. Contribute to the discussions in one of our brilliant book clubs
11. Represent your house in one of our Fun Friday challenges
12. Develop our key values of Ambition, Confidence, Creativity, Determination and Respect
13. Join one of the Top 5 Hegarty Maths school users in England
14. Earn and collect Character Education badges and shields
15. Attend high-quality Ivy League lectures
16. Be a part of our ambitious Student Leadership Team
17. Attend the Year 7 residential and build new friendships
18. Take part in performances and exhibitions by showing off your creative talents
19. Choose from a vast array of societies and academies to take part in every week
20. Be part of the Greenshaw Learning Trust, one of the highest-performing school trusts in
the country
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WHAT TO DO NEXT?
1.

Apply to Five Acres High School online via
Gloucestershire County Council website –
www.gloucestershire.gov.uk and click on the
Education and Learning button on the home
page for School Admissions

2.

Come and visit us during the day to see the school in
action. This will give you the chance to experience our
disruption-free learning and see our excellent teachers
doing what they love

3.

Follow us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram to see
highlights of the year as they happen

 /FiveAcresHighSchool
twitter /FiveAcresHigh
instagram /FiveAcresHighSchool

01594 832263
5acreshighschool.co.uk

